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Carnegie Highest

Research Institution
UM elevated to the nation’s

top 2.5% doctoral

top2.5%
universities in 2016.

US News & World Report
Best (Undergraduate)
Public Universities 2017

UM up 7 places from 2016
—tied for 64th—to achieve

its highest-ever
standing.

US News & World Report

Higher
Levels of
Excellence
“Achievements and rankings reinforce our flagship status and are

Best Global Universities
2017 UM is in the upper

third of 1,000 leading research
universities in 65 countries
— with the College’s Department
of Physics and Astronomy in
the top 20%. International
education and research
partnerships contributed to
UM’s standing.

National Science
Foundation ranked UM with
highest 20% US institutions for
total research and
development expenditures.

a testament to the

The Wall Street Journal
and Times Higher
Education placed UM

value of our degrees, the impact of our research, and the competitiveness
of our students, staff, and faculty. While they provide important benchmarks for

74th among
1,000+ public
universities
classified.

our university, we remain committed to achieving even higher levels of excellence.”
—CHANCELLOR JEFFREY S. VITTER

The View from Ventress highlights a few of these ratings and examples of how the College contributes to academic
excellence through faculty productivity and recognition, graduate programs, and undergraduate experiences.

“It is an honor for our university to achieve Carnegie R1 status as a result of our high caliber faculty and students,”
said Lee M. Cohen, dean of liberal arts. “I am fortunate to work alongside these talented individuals daily, and I am
committed to help our College reach even greater heights. It is exciting to be part of this community of scholars, and
I look forward to what lies ahead.”

PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN

I

n recognition of the University of Mississippi and the College of Liberal Arts’ new momentum in the mission
to lead the way in learning, discovery, creativity, and engagement for the state and country, we are ranked among
the nation’s best public institutions by several organizations.

The Chronicle
of Higher Education named

8th fastestgrowing public or private
college in the US.
UM as the

more stories, photos, and videos at libarts.olemiss.edu

F R O M T H E
Lee M. Cohen, PhD

D E A N

A

s we begin another fall semester,
the College of Liberal Arts is
hard at work training the next
generation. Given today’s budget,
support from generous alumni and
friends like you ensures our students
will continue to receive a high quality
education and thrive in the everchanging landscape of the workplace.
A degree from UM has never been more
valuable. As you see on the newsletter
front cover, our university’s
unprecedented success across several key
indicators is recognized nationally. For
the first time, we are included among the
elite group of R1: Doctoral Universities–
Highest Research Activity by the
Carnegie Classification of Institutions of
Higher Education. This notable
achievement reflects, in part, the
research, scholarship, and creative
activity of our faculty and the strength of
our doctoral programs. We also achieved
our highest-ever standing in the
2017 US News & World Report annual
rankings of Best (Undergraduate)
Colleges and Universities—number 64
in the “Top Public Universities” category.

This ranking is based on indicators such
as graduation and retention rates,
undergraduate academic reputation,
faculty resources, financial resources, and
alumni giving rates.
To maintain this level of excellence, we
must sustain strong undergraduate
programs and strengthen our graduate
programs. Our work is cut out for us,
and I am confident we are ready for the
challenge. First and foremost, we need
to continue to recruit and retain strong
and productive faculty and staff.
Second, we need to increase doctoral
stipends so we can attract the best
students to our campus. Believe it or
not, sometimes as little as $2,000 a year
makes a difference about whether a
highly qualified doctoral student
chooses us over a competitor. Third, we
need to enhance technology resources
for state-of-the-art classrooms and
laboratories in our currently under
construction STEM building. Fourth,
we need to increase the visibility and
reputation of our research centers and
institutes and support the development
of new interdisciplinary programs. Last
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Charles L. Hussey (left), associate dean for research and graduate education, and Donald L. Dyer (third
from left), associate dean for faculty and academic affairs, joined Dean Lee M. Cohen (third from right),
Associate Deans Jan Murray (second from right) and Holly Reynolds (second from left), and Assistant
Dean Stephen Monroe this year.

but not least, we need to continue to
work with alumni and friends to
provide support for our undergraduates.
As you can see, our university is strong
and getting stronger. Your support of
the College of Liberal Arts helps to
make that possible. Thank you for your

Alumni Advisory Board

The College of Liberal Arts Alumni Advisory Board was reestablished in 2016–17 to connect the College leadership to
some of our most successful alumni. The board helps network the College with other alumni across the country, while
also learning about the strong academic programs and innovative research/creative activities happening in the College.
Visit VFV online for the Board members’ professional biographies.

Marilyn Mulherin (left on first row), Torie Marion, Gail Russell, Nikki Neely Davis, Frances Smith, Kathryn Black, Dean Lee M. Cohen, Sanford Thomas, Dr.
Steven Blake (second row), Steve McKinney, Dr. Mark Craig, Robert Harper, John Jacobson, Phillip Wiggins, Dr. Wayne Alexander, Dr. Clarke Holmes, Johnny
McRight, Ron Wilson, Denson Hollis. Not pictured: Dr. Mike Edmonds, Russell Hensley, Ken Lackey, Dr. Alan Partin, Leah Thomson, Dr. Jesse White, Al Williams
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interest, and I sincerely hope you enjoy
catching up on the many
accomplishments and accolades of our
faculty and students over the past year
as you read this newsletter. Please feel
free to stop by Ventress Hall the next
time you are on campus. V

Meet the
Development
Directors

DENSON
HOLLIS

NIKKI
NEELY
DAVIS

RON
WILSON

WILLIAM
KNEIP

Mississippi Encyclopedia
UNIVERSITY PRESS OF MISSISSIPPI, 2017

Edited by Ted Ownby, professor of history and director of the Center
for the Study of Southern Culture; Charles Reagan Wilson, emeritus
Kelly Gene Cook Chair of History and Southern Studies; Ann J. Abadie,
emerita Center associate director; Odie Lindsey, (MA Southern Studies ’07);
and James G. Thomas Jr., Center associate director for publications.

An A-to-Z compendium of people, places, and events in
Mississippi from prehistoric times to today, it is the first
encyclopedic treatment of the state since 1907. The mammoth
collaboration—1,600 pages and 1.7 pounds featuring the work of
700+ scholars—offers in a single volume a breadth of topics
unavailable elsewhere and includes surprises readers can find only
by browsing. Each entry provides an authoritative but accessible

introduction to the topic
discussed including every
county, every governor, and
numerous musicians, writers,
artists, and activists.
A J. D. Williams Library
brown bag luncheon with
remarks by The Mississippi
Encyclopedia editors and
contributors celebrated both the book’s publication
and the state’s bicentennial.

Ten Summer
Poets in
Residence

“I

n 1999, I was awarded a Summer
Residency from the University of
Arizona Poetry Center and I lived for
a month in the charming ‘poet’s house’ on
campus,” said Beth Ann Fennelly, English
professor, Summer Poet in Residence
director, and Mississippi Poet Laureate.
“In the years since, I’ve reflected on what a
special opportunity that was. Here at UM,
we’ve established a poetry residency in the
hopes that other writers could receive
similar nourishment.”
Since 2007 the Summer Poet in Residence
(SPiR) program has supported a poet who
desires a quiet, beautiful location in which to
further his or her work. The month-long
residency provides ample writing time while
also enriching summer course offerings with
the presence of an active poet on campus and
in our community.
“I know our students have gained through
their interaction with the SPiRs, who visit
classes and give a reading at Off Square
Books,” Fennelly said.
The 10 SPiRs are Rose McLarney, Brandon
Lamson, Amy Sara Carroll, Mark Wagenaar,
Joshua Kryah, Traci Brimhall, Jay Leeming,
Sandra Beasley, Jake Adam York, Tung-Hui
Hu, and Paula Bohince. V

A video statement from former Governor William F. Winter (BA history and political science ’43, JD ’49) and a keynote address by W. Ralph Eubanks
(BA psychology ’78), above, on Mississippi History and Its Interpretation highlighted the 200 Years of Statehood opening reception held June 21.

Mississippi at 200

O

n December 10, 1817, Mississippi became the
20th state to enter the Union. The Department
of Archives and Special Collections in the J. D.
Williams Library commemorates these 200 years with an
exhibition dedicated to the bicentennial.
On view until December 11, items defining Mississippi
over the course of its history include textbooks, early
territorial documents, 18th-century maps of the South by

European cartographers, women’s suffrage movement and
civil rights movement materials, sound recordings,
Mississippi-themed sheet music, and photographs. V
The exhibition on the third floor of the library is open to the
public 8am–5pm, Monday–Friday, except for university holidays.
Videos about the bicentennial will be released each month during
2017 on the Library YouTube Channel and This Week in
Mississippi History blog offers archival materials.

Celebrating UM’s Next Chapter
On November 10, 2016, the University of Mississippi celebrated
the investiture of its 17th chancellor, Jeffrey S. Vitter.
“The next chapter in the life of this magnificent university sits
squarely in all of our hands, waiting to be written—and read
by future generations,” said Chancellor Vitter. “It is our destiny as a
flagship university to desire more, to give more, to be more, and to
leave more behind…. It is our calling to transform lives,
communities, and the world.”
As a result of an extended listening and learning period, Chancellor
Vitter’s administration will focus on four themes: academic
excellence; athletics excellence; building healthy, vibrant
communities; and being key enablers of people, place, and resources.
Watch the inauguration ceremony with commentary by
former Gov. William Winter (BA history and political science
’43, JD ’49) and Student Body President Austin Powell (BA
philosophy and public policy leadership ’17), visit VFV online.

The View from Ventress

3

2017
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Visit VFV online to view all 10 SPiR
broadsides featuring art by Jan Murray,
associate dean of liberal arts and professor
of art and art history.

PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN

more stories, photos, and videos at libarts.olemiss.edu

Legal Globe Trotter

N

ot every job
allows
interaction
with clients from all
over the globe on a
daily basis.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM

William Winter accepts the National Civil Rights Museum Freedom Award.

Governor’s Freedom Award

W

illiam F. Winter, alumnus (BA history and
political science ’43, JD law ’49) and editor
of the Mississippi Law Journal; army
infantry officer; former representative, treasurer,
lieutenant governor, and governor of Mississippi; and
lifelong champion of all Mississippians, received the
prestigious Freedom Award from the National Civil
Rights Museum in Memphis last October.

Winter was one of seven recipients in 2016: Swin
Cash, WNBA champion and activist; Benjamin
Crump, civil rights attorney; Tawakkol Karman,
Yemeni human rights activist and Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate; The Honorable Damon Jerome Keith,
longest serving judge on the US Court of Appeals for
the Sixth Circuit Court; Soledad O’Brien, journalist
and executive producer; and Bryan Stevenson,
founder of the Equal Justice Initiative.
Winter is known for his role in leading the charge for
publicly funded primary education while he was the
58th governor of Mississippi from 1980 to 1984. He

Cody Arthur, a vocal performance
major, credits encouragement by
music faculty members Jos Milton
and Amanda Johnston for his Opera
Voices of Mississippi Contest student
artist category win. A member of UM
Opera Theatre, Arthur has also
performed at the Opera Memphis Summer Conservatory and
as Samuel Parris in The Crucible at the Miami Music Festival.
		4
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President Clinton called Winter a “great champion
of civil rights,” and Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
and author David Halberstam, who covered the civil
rights movement for the New York Times, considered
Winter his favorite politician and personal hero.
“William Winter is a Mississippi treasure,” said Jesse
L. White Jr. (BA history and political science ’66),
an adjunct professor at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill who ran Winter’s successful
gubernatorial bid in 1979. “He’s been a mentor to
me and to countless others, showing us the true
meaning of service through his selfless leadership.”
The Freedom Award came with a $10,000
honorarium, which Winter contributed to the
William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation at
UM as part of a matching campaign that raised more
than $60,000 for the Institute. V

“One hour I’ll be working on a project relating to India,
the next I’ll be working on a matter for a client in the
United Arab Emirates. That’s one of my favorite aspects
about this area of law, working with clients all over the
world on projects that have an international impact.
“We advise aviation and maritime entities on an array of
topics including regulatory work, economic sanctions,
business transactions, and antitrust issues. The maritime
team represents some of the world’s largest ocean
carriers. The aviation team represents both foreign and
domestic airlines, aircraft charter companies, and
essentially any entities that have interactions with the
aviation industry. We also work on the legal aspects of
many different types of drone operations.”
While Urban’s professional success is fueled by her
passion for the aviation and maritime industries, both
personal and educational experiences guided her path.
A native of Littleton, Colorado, initially drawn to UM by
the Lott Leadership Institute, Urban spent nine years
completing multiple degrees at UM including the
specialized Master of Laws in Air and Space Law. V
To read more of this Alumni Association profile,
visit VFV online.

VIDEO: Visit VFV online to watch ceremony highlights.

The Art of Seeing
Sammy Britt (MFA art ’66) received the 2017
Governor’s Excellence in Visual Arts Award
for “noteworthy contributions and artistic
excellence.” Recognized as one of
Mississippi’s leading art educators and
painters for his studies of natural light and
color in the Delta landscape, Britt taught at
Delta State University for more than 35
years. Now retired, he continues to offer
painting workshops.

PHOTO BY RORY DOYLE FOR THE ‘SIP MAGAZINE

Voice of Mississippi

governed under a belief that all people, regardless of
race or class, hold the same rights and privileges.

Alumna Jennifer Urban
(BA political science
and public policy
leadership ’11, MBA
’13, JD ’15, LLM ’16)
is an associate in
Cozen O’Connor’s
Jennifer Urban
Washington, DC,
office who works in trade and transportation. One of
over 600 attorneys at the international law firm,
Urban said no two days at work are the same.

Alumni Host
HGTV Hit

W

hen Erin and Ben Napier aren’t restoring
historic homes on HGTV’s hit series Home
Town, the couple keeps busy operating a
shop that sells heirloom wares and durable goods
made in the USA.

On the program, the couple helps new residents find
and renovate homes in Laurel while showing them the
benefits of living in a small Southern town.
“We want others to see the magic of small-town living
and everything it has to offer,” said Erin, who earned a
Bachelor of Fine Arts with an emphasis in graphic
design in 2007.
Ben graduated with a bachelor’s degree in history the
same year and worked in student ministry before
learning woodworking as a means to fill the couple’s
home with furniture.
“Small towns are restored by regular people who
embrace their story,” Erin said at the 2017 Mississippi
Economic Council annual meeting. “Every town has a
story, and Mississippians are really good at telling
stories. We are a storytelling people.”
Ben explains the pair’s approach. “I tell my story
through wood and history, and Erin tells hers through
art and words.”
Virginia Chavis, chair and professor of art and art
history, said Erin is an unforgettable student who visits
her classes each spring as a guest speaker.
“She is motivated, creative, and ahead of the curve in
her ideas,” Chavis said.

“To be successful in the creative world, one must be willing
to put in long, hard hours. Erin is not afraid of getting her
hands dirty or staying up late to get the job done.” V

The Napiers on their front porch in Laurel, Mississippi. As a way to incorporate their alma mater, season two of Home Town will
feature art by UM students. Each piece—whether a mug displayed on a bookcase or a watercolor framed above a mantle—will be
sourced and given name recognition on the featured episode.

He’s a Pepper
Jarrius Adams, a political science and public policy
leadership major, won a $100,000 Dr. Pepper Tuition
Giveaway Scholarship by throwing eleven 15-yard passes
into a target at the Wisconsin–Penn State Big 10
Conference championship. A one-minute video and 350word essay on how he would use his education to change
the world earned Adams’ place as a national finalist. “I hold
two issues dear to my heart: education and voter registration. With my degree, I will
work to rebuild the educational system to ensure all students have access to a free
and adequate public education and I will continue to advocate for voter registration.”
VIDEO: Visit VFV online.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIN AND BEN NAPIER

“While she talks about her successes, more importantly
she describes the path she took to get where she is today.
She explains to students the difficult decision she made
in the beginning of her career to let go of a reliable
paycheck in order to pursue her creative ambitions.

International Understanding
“The Hispanic Heritage Month series of
contemporary movies from Spanish-speaking
countries and panel discussions aims to promote
an understanding of our global community,” said
Carmen Sánchez, a modern languages instructor
and an event organizer. “After last year’s success,
we wanted to bring more films to campus,” said
Diane E. Marting, associate professor of modern
languages. “There is a diversity of peoples and
cultures in Spanish America, and in these films
one can see a little bit of that variety.”

PHOTO BY TERESA ISASI
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Multitalented
Alumnus
Inspires
Millions

Rashad Collier

Grove Scholars

T

hanks to a generous gift from Renvy Pittman (BA classsics ’77), more
Mississippians are pursuing degrees in science and mathematics.

Entering its fourth year, the Grove Scholars program in the College
provides scholarships and academic support to STEM students from the state’s
underserved communities.

“Grove Scholars represent a better future for Mississippi,” said Stephen Monroe,
assistant professor of writing and rhetoric, assistant dean of liberal arts, and a
program cofounder. “Through the initiative, our students connect with faculty,
build community on campus, and plan for successful careers.”
Director Gray Flora IV works with faculty and staff to create a welcoming
environment and provide individual attention, research opportunities, and
workshops designed to increase students’ knowledge about campus and the world.
“Whenever possible, we remove barriers, giving our Grove Scholars the best
opportunity for success,” said Flora.

rammy-recognized recording
artist, award-winning radio
personality, inspirational speaker,
comedian, actor, and UM alumnus are
just a few of the many accomplishments
of Willie Moore Jr.

A native of St. Louis, Missouri, Moore was a four-time trackand-field state champion who received a full scholarship to attend UM
where he studied psychology.
“Being a part of the Ole Miss athletics department, we all loved and
supported each other’s educational efforts and sports efforts by holding each
other accountable for great academics,” Moore said. “The community of
student athletes was first class. Attending Ole Miss was an amazing
experience that shaped me for leadership for the rest of my life.”

The initiative is producing results. Grove Scholars are more likely to persist at
UM, to remain in science and mathematics, and to make steady progress
toward their degrees.

After college, Moore signed with Universal Records for his first single,
“Roll With Me.” He later launched a record label, WILFLO MUSIC
GROUP, landing a deal with Warner Bros. Records.

Rashad Collier, a computer science major, is one example. Thriving
academically and socially, he serves in leadership roles with the Columns
Society, Men of Excellence, and Office of Student Housing.

Moore hosts Top 3 on Trinity Broadcasting Network/JUCETV, cohosts
the Sunday gospel program Joyful Noise on Black Entertainment
Television, inspires millions weekly on his nationally syndicated radio show,
The Willie Moore Jr. Show—all in addition to being a husband and father
of three boys. V

Monroe and Flora credit Pittman’s vision and generous support. “Renvy sees a
bright future for our university,” said Monroe. “With her help, the College
supports some of our most talented students. Our Grove Scholars do the rest.” V
MAKE A GIFT: Denson Hollis, dhollis@olemiss.edu, 662.915.5092

French Cinema
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The Department of Modern
Languages and the Croft Institute for
International Studies present the
Tournées French Film Festival for
audiences to experience the best of
French cinema with acclaimed
filmmakers and new talent on the
international scene. A grant from the
FACE Foundation in partnership with
the Cultural Services of the French
Embassy funds the free events.

To read the Alumni Association profile, visit VFV online, and to track his
journey, WillieMooreJr.org.

The Virginia State Colony For Epileptics
and Feebleminded
P E R S E A B OOKS , 2 0 1 7

Harrowing poems from a dark corner of American history
won the 2016 Lexi Rudnitsky First Book Prize in Poetry for
Molly McCully Brown, an English MFA student. Growing up
15 miles from what had been the epicenter of the American
eugenics movement in the first half of the 20th century,
she was haunted by the voices of those committed.
The New York Times describes Brown’s debut as “part
history lesson, part séance, part ode to dread. It arrives as if
clutching a spray of dead flowers. It is beautiful and devastating.”

Haskell hUManities Affair

M

other and daughter singer-actresses Mary Donnelly Haskell and Mary Lane
Haskell performed with the Mississippians Jazz Ensemble for a Department of
Music fundraiser in March. The second annual hUManities affair benefited
innovative and educational programs produced by the department’s Living Music
Resource (LMR).

PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN

“This is the first time for LMR to showcase Mary Donnelly and Mary Lane in
concert and my first time to perform with them,” said Nancy Maria Balach,
professor of music and event coordinator. “The evening of popular and jazz songs
featured special guest Guy Hovis (BS accounting ’67) whom many will remember
from The Lawrence Welk Show.”
LMR has brought Grammy Award–winning composers, Broadway performers, and
Metropolitan Opera artists to Oxford. The Haskells were on a LMR livestream
interview and led a master class for the music department this spring.

Jessica Bryant, Erin Callahan, and Anthony Yuen

Croft Alumni Panel

“Although I’ve sung in Oxford many times, I’ve never done a concert of songs from
the Great American Songbook, or ‘standards,’ as most people refer to them,” Mary
Donnelly said. “I grew up listening to Rosemary Clooney, Ella Fitzgerald, and Frank
Sinatra, so this was a chance to sing many favorites.

L

ast autumn, the Croft Institute welcomed back three former students to
interact with current students. Jessica Bryant (2007), Anthony Yuen
(2008), and Erin Callahan (2010) spoke about their careers and shared
insights about realizing their professional goals. They all earned similar graduate
degrees, but now use their skills working in the government, private, and NGOsector, respectively, which made for an interesting contrast.

“Mary Lane and I chose songs by Gershwin, Cole Porter, Duke Ellington, and many
more. The hardest thing was narrowing the list down, since we love them all!”
As an undergraduate, Mary Donnelly (BM music education ’81) sang often with the
Mississippians Jazz Ensemble. The 1977 Miss Mississippi graduated from UM in 1981
and has starred in episodes of Touched By an Angel, Seventh Heaven, Sisters, Diagnosis
Murder, Days of Our Lives, and 20+ movies for television, including two of the
Hallmark Channel’s highest-rated Christmas offerings: Once Upon a Christmas and
Twice Upon a Christmas.

Jessica completed an MA in international affairs at George Washington University
and has spent over six years working for the USAID Office for Transition
Initiatives, with assignments in Afghanistan, Haiti, and Mali. She currently serves
as a senior transition adviser for the agency in Washington, DC.
Anthony was a Chinese Language Flagship student and completed the Capstone
program in Nanjing before earning an MA from the Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service. After internships with the US Department of State
and the Treasury, he was hired by PricewaterhouseCoopers, where he has worked
since 2012 in corporate intelligence.

The accomplished singer has appeared at the Kennedy Center and White House and
with the Prague Symphony Orchestra and released four children’s CDs, an adult
contemporary album, and a collection of sacred hymns and praise songs.
Mary Lane has performed at Carnegie Hall with Michael Feinstein and Elaine
Stritch, serves on the Great American Songbook board, and appears regularly on TV
and movies. Most recently, she was on NBC in the Dolly Parton movie Christmas of
Many Colors. V

All three panelists were academically excellent students with major scholarships—
Jessica and Anthony were Croft Scholars, and Erin a Barksdale Scholar—but in
their presentations they emphasized the importance of seeking opportunities
beyond the classroom to distinguish themselves. In particular, they highlighted
the impact of completing internships during their studies and/or immediately
after graduating, which helped them gain important professional experience that
employers value. V

PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN

Voices for Global Peace
Stella Mbugua and the University of Mississippi Concert Singers took part
in a global performance for World Peace Day, an annual event held on
September 21 and established in 1981 by a United Nations resolution.
Led by Don Trott, director of choral activities, the 50-member group
promoted peace by singing a South African song titled “Ukuthula,” or
“Peace,” in the Paris-Yates Chapel aired on USTREAM under
“AVoice4Peace.” A documentary about the experience is underway. “No
matter where we’re from, music connects us,” said soloist Mbugua, a
member of the Nairobi Chamber Choir who performed at the Ford Center
last November and who is pursuing UM’s Master of Music in choral
conducting. “The song brought together people from all over the Earth
and turned us into one voice for world peace.”

PHOTO BY THOMAS GRANING

Erin entered the Bologna Program at Johns Hopkins’ School of Advanced
International Studies and earned her MA in international affairs in 2012. After
working in the government sector in Washington, DC, she moved to New York
in 2014 and joined CDP–Global Environmental Reporting System, a nongovernmental organization helping private companies set climate goals.

China Bound
Margaret Dykes, a member of UM’s
Chinese Language Flagship Program, is the
fourth Croft Institute for International
Studies student to win a Chinese
Government Scholarship for the 2016–17
academic year. The award provides tuition,
housing, and a monthly stipend for a year’s
study in China.
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Unlocking
Possibilities
for Marks
Students
wo schools from the Mississippi Delta town of Marks connected with UM
this year through College alumni.

Students from Madison S. Palmer High School participated in field sampling,
isolated DNA, and learned to use a microscope to view microbes in a visit to the
Department of Biology this spring. Daniel Myrick (BA general studies with biology,
psychology, and education minors ’16), a biology teacher at the school, led the trip
to improve academic standards and resources for his students.
PHOTO BY CHRISTINA STEUBE

“I realized that not many high schoolers spend time around college campuses. How
can we expect students to apply and move away from everything they know if they
have no experiences of what college is like?”
Myrick reached out to assistant biology professor Erik Hom, who founded the
pilot program ARISE@UM to provide summer research opportunities for high
school students.
“Our problems with STEM education and poor academic performance start well
before college,” Hom said. “High school is a formative period for preparing students
with the basics and habits to succeed in college and later in life.”
Professor Hom received a National Science Foundation grant that included a
Research Experience for Teachers supplement for Myrick to work in Hom’s lab and
bring research with fungi, algae, field sampling, and symbiosis back to his own
classroom. The grant allowed a Madison S. Palmer High School senior to participate
in the ARISE@UM program.
The field trip was a huge success. “My students loved being treated like college
students and working in the labs,” Myrick said. “My goal was not for them just to
love Ole Miss, but to love the idea of pursuing a college that fits them.”
Meanwhile, students from Quitman County Middle School regularly visited UM on
Saturdays for tutoring and fun activities. Bryce Warden (BA international studies
and Spanish ’16), an AmeriCorps VISTA working in UM’s School of Education,
coordinated the initiative with the Marks Project, an organization dedicated to
restoring the Marks community. UM students helped the middle schoolers with

		8

Madison S. Palmer ninth-grade biology students learn about field sampling and DNA during a visit to
the UM Department of Biology (top). Student athletes mentor fifth- to eighth-grade students from
Quitman County Middle School during weekend sessions on the University of Mississippi campus.

reading, language, and mathematics in the morning, and Campus Recreation and
Intercollegiate Athletics created afternoon activities.
When Cortez Moss (BA public policy leadership ’12) became principal of Quitman
County Middle School, he recognized that students at the school—which had
received an “F” rating the previous year—lacked exposure and academic support.
“Our school motto is ‘Our Education Is Freedom,’ and we need to provide
experiences to make our vision come true for scholars and families,” he said.
After the students’ trips to Oxford, Moss noticed an improvement.
“We’ve seen a lot of success with our scholars—socially, emotionally, and academically.
Many come back seeing Ole Miss as an opportunity and feeling empowered by the
experience. College is now their goal.” V

NEH Library of Congress Scholar

Tip Top

History doctoral student Justin Rogers, another graduate student, and
22 faculty from across the US enhanced their teaching and research
through a three-week residency funded by the National Endowment for
the Humanities. “The most rewarding aspect of the summer institute
was daily seminars in the historic Library of Congress discussing Native American
history and studies scholarship with peers and visiting faculty from across the
humanities and social sciences,” Rogers said. “Through seminar discussions, I was
reminded about the importance of studying Native Americans, African Americans, white
Americans, and race in the South, which I plan to do in my dissertation.”

Chancellor Vitter congratulates UM Army
ROTC cadet LT Dustin Dykes (left), an
engineering major, who ranked 9th, and LT
Mitchell Nelson (right), a criminal justice
major, who ranked 23rd out of the national
group of 4,500 cadets this year. Both
PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN
graduated with a 4.0 GPA and achieved a
perfect score on the Army Physical Fitness Test. Dykes assessed into the Active Duty
Army as an aviator (helicopter pilot) and Nelson as an armor officer. Army ROTC senior
cadets compete for an Active Duty commission with 30% chosen as full-time military
officers and 70% in the National Guard or Reserves.
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College of Liberal Arts faculty
promote diversity with campus
and community programming.

Meet Katrina Caldwell

UM’s first vice chancellor for diversity
and community engagement

B

efore she arrived in January, the Memphis native had 20+ years of experience
serving as assistant vice president for diversity and equity at Northern Illinois
University, director of the DePaul University Center for Intercultural Programs,
and assistant dean of minority affairs at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
Caldwell views UM as “in a unique position to serve as a leader in the strategic diversity
movement in higher education. The institution’s complicated history is an intriguing
backdrop to its current commitment to coordinating and elevating its diversity, equity,
and inclusion efforts. The university could serve as a campus for innovation where other
local, regional, and national institutions come to create, develop, and test best practices
that will move the needle on diversifying higher education.”

PHOTO BY KEVIN BAIN

Two former College units, the McLean Institute for Public Service and Community
Engagment and the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation, will now
report to this new office. V
PHOTO BY THOMAS GRANING

Two College departments recognized
for promoting diversity and equity:
PHOTO BY NATHAN LATIL

Department of Classics
Women’s Classical Caucus
Professional Equity Award

Honoring work to improve
equality and diversity in classics
“The department is committed to
collegiality and mutual support in
the workplace, to making Classics
accessible and approachable for
all students, and to promoting
equity both in our professional
lives and in the broader
community,” said Molly PascoPranger, chair and associate
professor. “Much credit goes to
Aileen Ajootian
former chair Aileen Ajootian,
professor of classics and art and
art history, whose lifelong commitment to civil rights activism and to the promotion
of equity has shaped her professional life, and makes her a model of compassionate
leadership and service for all of us.

Department of Chemistry
and Biochemistry
American Chemical Society
Stanley C. Israel Regional Award
For advancing diversity in the chemical sciences
for the southeastern region
Recognition of longstanding efforts to increase
participation of women and underrepresented
minorities in chemistry, as shown by the hire of
the first African American woman faculty member
in 2014, Davita Watkins, assistant professor of
chemistry and biochemistry, and the graduation
of high numbers of undergraduate and graduate
minority students and women.

“The fact that women have chaired the department for almost two decades is worth
noting. The experiences and perspectives that professional women have brought to
the position of chair certainly have shaped the department’s priorities and choices
through the years.”

• The Department of English
sponsored The Conversation, a
literary multimedia tour of 17
African American writers and poets
and their online dialogue about
race and the American South.
• The Sarah Isom Center for Women
and Gender Studies calendar of
events includes Sarahfest, an arts
and music festival showcasing live
music, film, and art installations by
women; Women’s History Month
activities; annual Isom Student
Gender Conference highlighting
undergraduate research; and
Oxford Pride Weekend.
• The Department of Theatre Arts
staged Clybourne Park, a play
exploring race relations with two
acts set 50 years apart in a
Chicago neighborhood. The
department’s program of three
lunch-and-learn lectures about
gentrification, race, and inequality
featured faculty from history,
sociology, and the William Winter
Institute for Racial Reconciliation.
• In the packed Black History Month
calendar, the Department of Music
hosted a concert in appreciation
of the contributions of Africans
and African Americans to the
world of music.
• African American Studies Director
and Professor of History Charles
Ross cochairs the UM Slavery
Research Group of faculty that
supports research, teaching, and
community engagement on the
topic of UM and its historical ties
to slavery. He and cochair, Jeff
Jackson, associate professor of
sociology, participated in the
Universities and Slavery: Bound by
History conference at Radcliffe
this spring.

Literary Prize
English and French major Page Lagarde won the 2017 Southern
Literary Festival nonfiction category for a story titled “To Thaw.”
In the piece, she reflects upon an Outward Bound dogsledding
experience.

PHOTO BY KEVIN BAIN

Message of Hope
A Brother’s Love: Finding His Footprints (XULON PRESS,
2016) highlights Michael Deauville’s life with his older
brother and sister. “Growing up with disabled siblings
taught me about perseverance, love, serving others, and
the importance of hope. I can’t think of any other way to
learn the lessons I have, and I want to share them with
the world.” The biology major plans a future helping
children with disabilities. “I am interested in pediatric neurology and
neurosurgery. I believe we are given lessons in life to teach us about
ourselves, and our gift to the world is to share our abilities in a positive
manner. I can’t think of a more appropriate career than medicine.”

“It’s a story about faith and surrender when we’re pushed to our
limits,” Lagarde said. “This is the first writing contest I’ve entered,
so it is particularly exciting because I want to be a published
writer.” Besides receiving a cash prize, Page read her story at
the event held at the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith.
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Student Spotlight

A look at a few of the 5,327 scholars in the College

DYLAN RITTER, BS chemistry ’17

MILLER RICHMOND, BA international studies ’17

One of UM’s six inaugural Stamps Scholars and the American Chemical Society
Outstanding Inorganic Chemistry Student, Dylan conducted genetics research at
Texas A&M University, in Ireland at a pharmaceutical lab where his performance
earned him an opportunity for independent research with a multinational
company, and in a lab associated with the University of California at Davis that
integrated his earlier work from Texas.

Miller completed the global health emphasis with a Croft/Honors thesis, “An
Investigation of the Integration of Education and Mental Health Treatment into the
Care of Diabetes in Syrian Refugee Women,” an expansion of his research abroad—
interviews and surveys with refugees, the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees, Jordanian Ministry of Health officials, and doctors. He developed
ethnographic research skills studying the health house model in Mississippi with Kate
Centellas, Croft associate professor of anthropology and international studies.

“During those summers, I realized how much I enjoy research and found a new
career path in the sciences. The experiences were so rewarding that my postundergraduate plan shifted from medical school to graduate school for a PhD in
biomedical science.” V
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“Returning from Jordan, I collaborated with Dr. Centellas; Dr. John Green,
director of the Center for Population Studies and associate professor of
sociology; and Emma Willoughby (BA liberal studies and sociology ’14) to form
a Global Health research group that led to a working paper, ‘Epistemic
Prejudice and Health Inequalities: The Case of Mississippi.’” V
10
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ALEX MARTIN, BA international studies and mathematics ’17
As managing editor of the University of Mississippi Undergraduate Research
Journal — a yearly peer-reviewed publication founded by students for students with a
mission to recognize excellent work, Alex recruited articles and was involved in
outreach about what publishable research looks like and how undergraduates can get
involved in research activities.
“I am interested in pursuing a career in economic research — particularly
macroeconomics and international development. As a summer intern in the Office of
Economic Policy in the Department of the Treasury in Washington, DC, I liked
economic research and analysis in practice. This led me to seek a position at the
Federal Reserve Board of Governors, where I started work this fall as a research
assistant in the Economic Research division.” V
Read the UM Undergraduate Research Journal, visit VFV online.

RACHEL ANDERSON (left), BA Spanish and BAJ Journalism ’17
The most defining of the rigorous challenges and invaluable opportunities of
Rachel’s college experience — producing the Mississippi Department of
Transportation’s first bilingual hurricane guide as a public affairs intern, blogging
about her semester in Bilbao, Spain, for Study Abroad, interning in Florence,
Italy—was competing as a member and leader of UM’s Speech and Debate Team.
“Debate enabled me to further pursue my passion for foreign language and culture.
I’ve watched Spanish language competitions, trained in my second language, and
introduced international exchange students to the activity. Debating for the
university fused my studies, helping me practice my public speaking and poise for
broadcast journalism while bolstering my Spanish fluency.” V
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AUSTIN POWELL, BA philosophy and public policy leadership ’17
Teaching entrepreneurial and leadership development at the Marshall
County Correctional Facility provided insight for Austin’s Honors thesis,
“Entrepreneurial Correctional Education in the Criminal Justice System,”
and will be useful as the Rhodes Scholar finalist pursues a master’s degree
in criminology at the University of Oxford in England.
“My goal is to return and raise the quality of life for Mississippians by developing
an in-depth understanding of criminology and the criminal justice system, how
different entities can become community partners in Mississippi, and how the
state can take partial ownership of the solution. My research will focus on the
disconnects that lie between empowering offenders in the entrepreneurial class
and the reality of low post release employment opportunities.” V

11

2017

PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN

MELANIE CULHANE, BM music – vocal performance ’17

JIWON LEE, BM music ’17

A musician and performer active in UM’s choral programs, Opera Theatre, and
Living Music Resource, Melanie received first place in the 2016 National
Association of Teachers of Singing State Competition Senior Women Category
for four musical selections — an Italian aria from Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro,
the French song “Chanson d’amour” by Faure, a German piece by Schumann,
and, in English, “I Hate Music” by Bernstein.

The double major in violin and flute performance is principal flute in the University
Wind Ensemble, a first violin member of the orchestra, a drum major for The Pride
of the South marching band, a member of the basketball pep band, and a featured
soloist playing the National Anthem at baseball, basketball, and softball games.

“Although I was nervous, I relied on my preparation and the knowledge I had
obtained in all of my academic classes and practice sessions, and gave great
performances for the judges.” V
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“I am grateful for the experiences I have had at Ole Miss. One could never have
dreamed that a little girl from Daejeon, Korea, would be standing in front of
thousands of people conducting a college band or playing solos with the
University Wind Ensemble. Thank you, Ole Miss family!” V
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ELIZABETH TAYLOR, BA sociology ’18
As a transfer student from Grayson County College and an international officer of
Phi Theta Kappa honor society, Elizabeth earned acceptance into the UM Honors
College where she is the first person in its junior entry program to receive a
Barksdale Award — $5,000 for a dream project of study, research, or humanitarian
effort. “In Dublin, Ireland, I interviewed employees of a nonprofit that provides
services to survivors of sex trafficking and prostitution. By creating an
organizational ethnography of Ruhama, I want to figure out how to create similar
nonjudgmental social, psychological, and infrastructure support in the US. I am
extremely grateful for the encouragement I have received since transferring to Ole
Miss. I would list names, but there are truly too many to count.” V

ALICIA DIXON, BA classics and philosophy ’17

JOHNNAY HOLT, BA political science ’17

Establishing UM’s Archaeological Ethics Bowl team set Alicia’s career path:
“Because of this experience, I want to practice Cultural Heritage law.”
“Classics Professor Hilary Becker’s Who Owns the Past? course opened my eyes to
issues facing the preservation of antiquities and problems that arise when pieces of
the past can be bought and sold. Since then, two fellow students and I have
learned what the law says about historic preservation and the standards for ethical
excavation, trade, and repatriation. We have debated complex cases to stretch our
understanding of how antiquities — and the people they represent — should and
should not be treated. A general Ethics Bowl team we started with Philosophy
Professor Deborah Mower will continue to compete after we graduate.” V
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“I’m interested in how politics affects our lives, and how it helps create our
profound democracy. My political science studies and research have increased and
broadened my intellectual capacities to analyze ethical issues, cultural diversity,
and service to others through both knowledge based theory and hands on
experience. Moreover, being a political science major has fostered and developed
within me a firm foundation and greater understanding of the methodology and
practices of public policy to guide me as a future law school student.
“My career goal is to one day run for public office and actively meet the needs of
my community.” V
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JESSICA RICHARDSON, BFA art, imaging arts ’17
The leader of the student-run Clicks Club offering lectures, museum trips, and
group photo shoots also developed and led workshops providing technical
information on cyanotypes and lighting.
“The Clicks workshop series teaches students of all areas and experience levels
about the various aspects of photography. We emphasize hands-on experience
while sharing information about other artists to study. My role as president
allowed me to hone my networking and organizational skills through planning
these workshops, which has helped prepare me for a career in the arts.” V

CELLAS HAYES, BA biology and classics ’19

THUY LE, BA biochemistry ’17

The summer after Cellas’ freshman year, he traveled to Rome to take Ancient
Italy in Context, a month-long classics course. Cellas spent his sophomore
summer with scientists at the Bialystok University of Technology in Poland
conducting research on fungi in the Bialowieza Forest, one of Europe’s oldest
forests and a hotspot of biodiversity. He was one of four UM students accepted
for the internship to study in Poland offered by the National Science
Foundation International Research Experience for Students program.

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College transfer student conducted
biomedical research with the UM Medical Center (UMMC) Cancer Institute as
a summer scholar. Beyond the internship, Thuy studied drug therapies and their
effects on triple negative breast cancer in the UM research laboratories of
Yu-Dong Zhou, research associate professor of chemistry and biochemistry, and
Dale Nagle, professor of bimolecular sciences.

“I am ecstatic to compare research differences in the US and Europe and to
enhance and expand my education in more ways than just attending class. This
university is the university for opportunity and has taught me to be genuine, be
relateable, and build my life on being different.” V
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“The Frate Fellowship in Bioethics and Medical Humanities offered by the UMMC,
UM Department of Philosophy and Religion, and Honors College challenged me in
ways I never imagined. We discussed food insecurities, social determinants of health,
organ transplantation, and dialysis. The controversial topics pushed me out of my
comfort zone, and the fellowship taught me the importance of difficult ethical
discussions and the emphasis of the humanities in medicine. ” V
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TIARA MABRY, BA psychology and nursing ’17

EBONEE CARPENTER, BA sociology ’17

“My grandmothers work with the mentally handicapped, in a women’s hospital,
and for a battered women and children’s shelter. The desire to help others runs
deep in my family.”

Before she transferred from Hillsborough Community College, Ebonee was
International President of Phi Theta Kappa honor society for community colleges.
Her work at the international level continues at UM with trips to Mexico and
Zambia. In Mexico, she helped install water purification units with
H2OpenDoors, a project of the Peninsula Sunrise Rotary Foundation. In Zambia,
she conducted research on food security, health, and nutrition in a summer field
school with Anne Cafer, assistant professor of sociology. The UM Office of Global
Engagement and a US State Department Gilman Scholarship supported
Carpenter’s field school work.

To continue her family tradition of service and prepare for a career as a Certified
Nurse Midwife and Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner, Tiara took advantage of
the resources offered through UM’s Grove Scholars, an intensive program
encouraging and facilitating academic success and job placement among
Mississippi resident STEM majors who are also Ole Miss Opportunity Scholars.
She developed leadership skills and enhanced her interpersonal skills as Grove
Scholars president, Green Grove ambassador, UM NAACP secretary, MOST
mentor, and Sigma Gamma Rho sorority vice president.
“Make sure the things you are involved in are the things you are invested in.”

V
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“The program was a unique opportunity to immerse myself in African culture
while conducting research on the impact of food security and education on the
growth and social development of local communities.” V
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Award-Winning
Graduate Students

Each year College departments present Graduate Student Achievement
Awards at Honors Day. These six represent scholars across the discipline
areas housed in the College.
PHOTO BY JIMMY THOMAS

ANNA KATHERINE BLACK
PhD clinical psychology ’18
Doctoral winner of UM’s Three Minute
Thesis Competition challenging graduate
students to explain their research in three
minutes and using only one slide, Anna
Katherine’s dissertation is “An Experimental
Manipulation of Fear of Pain in Migraine.”
Recipient of the Research Achievement
Award in Psychology, she has four
publications in peer-reviewed journals and a
book chapter in press with Scientific
American–Neurology. Black, UM’s
Psychological Services Center Assessment
Services Coordinator, plans a clinical work
career delivering therapy to clients who
struggle with mental health difficulties. V

JOSH GREEN
BA classics and history ’08, MA Southern Studies ’17
Josh’s undergraduate honors thesis on the end of
prohibition in Mississippi was so good that The
Mississippi Encyclopedia editors asked him to write the
essay on the topic for the book.
Josh obtained a law degree from Tulane University
and practiced law in New Orleans before returning
to Oxford to pursue a master’s in Southern Studies,
where he won the first-year paper prize for “Peace
and the Unsealing of the Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission Files.” V

PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN

KATELYN DREUX, PhD chemistry ’17
Katelyn’s graduate research experience includes the
application of sophisticated quantum mechanical
methods to study small, noncovalently bound clusters
and also the investigation of physical properties of
moderately-sized molecules and clusters of unusual
inter- or intra-molecular interactions using density
functional theory. Her dissertation is “Probing
Atypical Non-covalent Interactions Using Electronic
Structure.”
PHOTO BY KEVIN BAIN
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She presented her research results at three regional
and national meetings and published four papers
during her time at UM. V

JOHN LINDBECK, PhD history ’18
“Slavery’s Holy Profits: Religion and Capitalism in
the Antebellum Lower Mississippi Valley” is John’s
dissertation exploring the relationship between
capitalist markets, religious faith, and the institution
of slavery in the antebellum Southwest.

Physics Student
Wins Prestigious
Research Award

“I am especially interested in the economic
foundations of proslavery evangelical
denominations, as well as white Southerners’ faith
that God’s Providence guided markets and
commercial networks in the slave-based cotton
kingdom.”
PHOTO BY KEVIN BAIN

He presented “Missionary Cotton: Saving Souls in
Mississippi’s Cotton Kingdom” at the 2017
Southern Historical Association annual meeting and
wrote his master’s thesis on Anti-Mission Baptists,
Religious Liberty, and Local Church Autonomy. V

JUSTIN “JP” LAWRENCE, PhD biology ’18
JP works in Biology Professor Brice Noonan’s lab
exploring the evolution of warning coloration in
poison frogs of the Neotropics. His most recent
success securing research funding is an Australian
Endeavour Fellowship to spend five months with a
new collaborative group in Australia.

A

s scientists worldwide delve into secrets
of the universe, Wanwei Wu joins the
exploration of particle physics with a
Universities Research Association (URA)
Visiting Scholar Award from the consortium
that manages Fermi National Accelerator
Laboratory (FermiLab).
By building some of the world’s largest and
most complex machines, FermiLab expands
our understanding of matter, energy, space,
and time by researching neutrinos—
ubiquitous but hard-to-catch particles that
might point to a better understanding of the
first moments after the Big Bang.

“Wanwei’s proposal was selected in
competition with postdocs and professors
from top universities,” said Breese Quinn,
associate professor of physics, who leads
UM’s research group.

JP’s goal is to establish an independent research
program focused on the ecology and evolution of
aposematic species and the process of speciation. V
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“This demonstrates we are benefiting from
membership in URA, and the US particle
physics program is benefiting from UM’s
quality researchers. We measure how much the
muon wobbles when it moves in a magnetic
field. If we find that the wobble is different
from our expectations, it will be a discovery
that there are other particles in the universe
never seen before.” V

FENG LIU, PhD economics ’18
Feng has developed a new test of predictive accuracy
for macroeconomic applications and written
elaborate programs to generate results for the new
test—working as a full research partner with
Economics Professor Walter Mayer and
Mathematics Professor Xin Dang. Their
paper interpreting the results has been
accepted for publication by the International
Journal of Forecasting.

PHOTO BY JP LAWRENCE

As lead author on another paper, Feng simplified
Economics Professor John Conlon’s asset-price
bubble models—previously the simplest available.
“My models have been cited in the Journal of
Economic Theory—the top field journal on the
subject, the Review of Economic Studies, and
Econometrica,” Dr. Conlon said. “And I’m sure that
her model will be significantly more influential than
mine.” V
Wanwei Wu
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continued from page 1

Nancy L. Wicker, professor
of art history, is helping create
Project Andvari to share
information about art and
material culture.
“Our goal is to build an
online database to facilitate
access to digital collections of
art and artifacts from early
medieval northern Europe—
including that of the Vikings and
Anglo-Saxons,” she said. “Our
project presents a
constructive solution to the
problematic issues of
access and informationsharing that result from
the nearly
overwhelming explosion
of digital resources that
are now available.”
Art historians, literary
scholars,
archaeologists, and
museum professionals from the
UK, Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
Germany, and US developed the
conceptual foundations for the system
funded by a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities Office of
Digital Humanities.

Moving beyond UM,
faculty regularly
receive fellowships
and awards at state,
national, and international levels
for outstanding
contributions to their
field, including these
nine professors.
For more about each
one, visit VfV online.

Higher
Levels of
Excellence
College Faculty
UM’s increased status draws heavily on the quality of faculty
research and creative activities; state, national, and international
recognition and awards; and external grants received.
International collaborations
Numerous faculty members work with colleagues
around the world. One stand-out is the Department of
Physics and Astronomy.
US News & World Report’s 2017 listing of Best Global
Universities ranks the department number 11 for
overall international collaborations and number six for
publications that are among the 10% most cited.
“The physics department’s worldwide reputation and
competitiveness have increased in recent years because
of the quality of our research and our strong global
collaborations. We attract high-quality faculty and
graduate students with international backgrounds,”
said Luca Bombelli, chair and associate professor.
“The UM experimental high-energy physics group
participates in the Belle II experiment at the
SuperKEKB collider in Tsukuba (Japan), the CMS
experiment at CERN’s Large Hadron Collider near
Geneva (Switzerland), and the Muon Ionization
Cooling Experiment at the Rutherford Appleton

Tom Franklin, associate

professor of fiction writing

2016 Berlin Prize and
Fellowship of Southern Writers
Inductee

Shennette Garrett-Scott,

assistant professor
of history and African
American Studies

Shelby Cullom Davis Center for
Historical Studies Fellow at
Princeton University
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Laboratory near Oxford in the United Kingdom. In July,
approximately 40 scientists attended UM’s 3rd Annual
Belle II Physics Summer School.
“Our physicists Marco Cavaglià and Kate Dooley and
some of their students are part of the LIGO Scientific
Collaboration, which first detected gravitational waves
in 2015. In June of this year, LIGO reported the
detection of gravitational waves produced by the
merger of a third pair of black holes. As the number of
detections increases, our understanding of processes
involving this extreme type of astrophysical objects is
advancing rapidly.”
One collaboration brought 50 top international
scientists to Oxford for a four-day workshop on the
latest in gravitational-wave astronomy with support by
UM physicist Emanuele Berti’s National Science
Foundation CAREER Award and the Marie
Sklodowska-Curie Research and Innovation Staff
Exchange Action Network, funded by the European
Union.

Philip Jackson,

Corina Petrescu,

Jane Crater Hiatt Artist Fellow
Mississippi Museum of Art
Invitational Biennial Exhibition

Alexander von Humboldt
Research Fellow

associate professor of art

associate professor
of German
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Jared Delcamp, Joshua Hendricks, Derrick A. Harriell, and Matthew R. Wilson received the 2017 College of Liberal Arts New Scholar Award.

New Scholar Awards
Four faculty members are inaugural recipients of the New Scholar
Award from the College of Liberal Arts.
“The College recruits some of the very best young faculty in the
nation,” said Charles L. Hussey, associate dean for research and
graduate education and professor of chemistry and biochemistry.
“They will no doubt prove to be academic leaders in their
discipline.”
Matthew R. Wilson, assistant professor of theatre arts, is
recognized for his published works, acting, directing, and fight
choreography with three Best Director awards from the DC
Metro Theatre Arts and the Excellence in Direction award from
the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival among
other accolades. “I travel to conferences and other universities to
perform my ‘The Great One-Man Commedia Epic’ and to
lecture on the history and theory of Italian Renaissance masked
comedy, Commedia dell ‘Arte.”
Joshua Hendrickson, assistant professor of economics, has 16
papers published in highly rated academic journals in his fields of
monetary theory, history and policy, and business cycles. His blog

Jarod Roll, associate
professor of history

National Endowment for
the Humanities Fellow

Jodi Skipper, assistant

professor of anthropology
and Southern Studies

Mississippi Humanities Council
Scholar Award and Whiting
Public Engagement Fellow

“The Everyday Economist” is recognized as one of the best by The
Intelligent Economist. “My recent work examines how inflation
affects the production decisions of firms and whether low interest
rates can potentially cause boom-bust cycles in investment.”
Derrick A. Harriell, assistant professor of English and African
American Studies, received the Mississippi Institute of Arts and
Letters Book Award for promoting poetry as a tool for critical
thinking and a force to inspire young people. His books of poetry
achieve national visibility. Harriell’s second poetry collection
highlights celebrated heavyweight African American boxers. “My
third collection investigates my own past, as well as my
adjustment to Mississippi and the South.”
Jared Delcamp, an assistant professor of chemistry and
biochemistry and National Science Foundation CAREER
awardee, created a first-class synthetic organic chemistry
laboratory that generates dyes for solar-to-electric energy
conversion. “We offer new materials that can be competitive with
traditional solar cells while maintaining the cost advantage. So far,
my team owns a number of records in this field, and we look
forward to breaking them soon.”

Nancy L. Wicker,

professor of art history
National Humanities Center
Residency at Research Triangle
Park, NC
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Rebekah Smith, chair and
professor of psychology, was one
of eight speakers at an
international workshop,
Mechanisms of Intentions, at the
University of Copenhagen,
Denmark.
Prospective memory, also called
delayed intentions, is the main
focus of Smith’s research.
Examples include remembering
to take medicine, turn off the
stove, or make a phone call.
“When we hear the word memory,
we usually think of recalling
information from the past,” she
said. “Another important function
of memory is more forward
looking and underlies our ability
to remember to perform an
intended action in the future.”
The goal of the interdisciplinary
program is to further
understanding of how humans
remember to perform these
actions while also discussing
issues of agency, control, and
the debate over free will.
“It is a wonderful opportunity to
share ideas with leading
researchers in philosophy,
psychology, and neuroscience.”

Caroline Wigginton,

Jessica Wilkerson,

American Council of Learned
Societies Fellow and First Carl
and Betty Pforzheimer Fellow

Visiting Scholar at the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences
at Harvard

assistant professor of
English

assistant professor of history
and Southern Studies
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The College created two new graduate programs this
year. Both offer something new in the state of
Mississippi—a PhD in second language studies and a
MFA in documentary expression.

PhD in Second Language Studies
This fall, the Department of Modern Languages is
offering its first doctoral degree, a PhD in second
language studies.

PHOTO BY THOMAS GRANING

Dr. Davita Watkins (center) in her lab with students Duong Ngo and Briana Simms

Grants

The National Science
Foundation CAREER program
provides five years of grant
support for career development
of outstanding young scholars.

Davita Watkins, assistant professor of chemistry
and biochemistry, explores the operational
efficiency of functional materials—ranging from
solar-harvesting polymers to nano-sized
therapeutic drug delivery systems. Efficiency
depends upon two factors: the nature of the
constituting components (i.e., molecules) and the
arrangement of those molecules to yield a useful
overall composition.

“The ability to control these molecules and
understand their organization into discrete
nanoscale arrays that exhibit unique properties
affords transformative advances in chemistry and
material science,” she said. “My research will
establish guidelines towards developing molecules
that absorb natural energy and produce/conduct

Many of the College’s 11 centers and
institutes promote faculty research and
grant efforts.

The knowledge gained from Watkins’ research will
lead to the development of more efficient organicbased materials and devices, thereby advancing the
pursuit of technological applications (e.g., electronic
devices and biomedical implants). Additionally, the
project affords opportunities to technically train the
next generation of scientists and engineers, particularly
women and minorities.
Watkins acknowledges her position as a role model for
future scientists of color. “I hope to inspire my young
scholars to chase after the science that excites them
and always thank those who paved the way for them
to do so.”

Graduates

Strong graduate programs are essential to the research
and teaching missions of the College. The number of
graduates, particularly in doctoral programs, and
quality of the graduate programs are important to
UM’s top national rankings.

CAR’s magnetometer survey of approximately
four acres at a village site in Oktibbeha County
identified several large anomalies investigated
during the summer of 2016 in a field project
whose excavations showed that the anomalies
were large midden-filled pits and basins. The
artifacts from these pits are being processed
and analyzed at UM. Items found from the
site—believed to date to the early contact
period of Native Americans and Europeans
between 1500 and 1650—include pottery,
animal bone, and stone tools.
CAR also conducted a magnetometer survey
and excavations at the Butler Mound site in
Lowndes County.
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The Center for Archaeological Research (CAR),
founded in the early 1970s, recently forged
important relationships between UM and the
Chickasaw Nation. CAR joins archaeologists
from the Chickasaw Nation, the University of
Florida, and the University of South Carolina
investigating the late prehistoric and Contact
periods in northeast Mississippi. They hope to
discover the processes by which Native
Americans, likely Chickasaw or their ancestors,
were affected by contact with Europeans.

electrical current. These molecules are unique in that
they are programmed to self-organize and form
structures that enhance those light-harvesting
properties.”

“We aim to train language professionals to meet certain
needs today in education and in the private sector,”
said Daniel O’Sullivan, interim chair of modern
languages and professor of French. “There is an
increasing need for people to administer language
programs. Also, companies with international business
require a cadre of language professionals to help train
their workers.”
The degree program has two tracks. One track in
applied linguistics is geared toward understanding
empirical data about languages, the evolution of
languages, and various dialects in the media and across
the nation, among other aspects.
The second track is in Spanish and focuses on meeting
the growing demand for professionals and academics
who understand the language and culture of Spanishspeaking communities.
“The degree will prepare students to be leaders locally,
regionally, nationally, and internationally,” said Felice
Coles, the program’s graduate coordinator and a
professor of modern languages. “Using their valuable
and marketable skills, our PhD graduates will happily
find jobs in education, government, and industry.”

MFA in Documentary Expression
The Center for the Study of Southern
Culture’s new Master of Fine Arts in
Documentary Expression emphasizes
the skills—observing, listening,
storytelling, and
understanding
context and
multiple
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anthropology, biological science, chemistry,
international studies, linguistics, psychology, and
public policy leadership.
“It’s amazing to have access to some of the greatest
minds at this university,” said Stamps scholar Heath
Wooten, a linguistics major. “I’ve been put in a group
of undergraduates who push my boundaries and make
me aware of unique points of view. It’s an intensely
well-rounded undergraduate experience.”
For more about Stamps scholars, visit VFV online.

Among the 2017 recipients of the Penelope W. and E. Roe Stamps IV Leadership Scholarship at the University of Mississippi are (from left)
Anna Daniels, James Asbill, Michaela Watson, R.G. Pickering, Nikki Sullivan, Ben Bradford, Sally Boswell, Tom Fowlkes, Summer Jefferson,
and Eveanne Eason.

perspectives—central to the Southern Studies program.
It provides the intersection of documentary skills and
scholarly approaches so students already holding
advanced degrees can conceptualize and complete
documentary projects of exceptional quality.
“We live in an age in which technology allows all of us to
be documentarians,” said Ted Ownby, Center director
and professor of history. “One could make a good
argument that documentary skills represent a new type
of literacy. So this MFA degree will bring together
people who already know how to study social and
cultural issues and turn them loose to do great things.”
The new program teaches students documentary
methods within the cultural studies framework that
the Center has developed for decades, said Andy
Harper, Southern Documentary Project director. “It
recognizes and combines a few of the things we do
best and allows us to pass
those skills on to a new
generation of
storytellers.”

Undergraduates

From freshman year to senior research projects and
individual creative works, UM undergraduates find a
myriad of ways to express their individuality and
challenge themselves. The 2016–17 academic year saw
the largest and most academically accomplished
freshman class in university history.

Stamps Scholars
One measure of the outstanding freshman class is the
record number of Stamps scholars. Twelve incoming
students selected for their academic merit, leadership,
and service made UM one of only four universities
nationwide to attract more than 10 freshman class
Stamps scholarship recipients. The Stamps Family
Charitable Foundation selected 209 students from a
pool of more than 400,000 applicants for their 2017
cohort. The scholarship covers the full cost of
attendance plus $12,000 for unique educational
pursuits such as study abroad, research expenses, and
academic conferences.

As undergraduates make their way into the advanced
courses in their junior and senior years, they are
encouraged by many different sources to engage in
research and creative activities. Pages 10–15 of this
newsletter give a cross section of students engaged beyond
the traditional classroom.

Call to Action

Friends and alumni can advance the mission of the
College and maintain the upward momentum of the
UM prestige and reputation. Consider giving funds for
student scholarships, graduate fellowships, faculty
development, and new technology and facilities. Larger
graduate stipends attract more and higher quality
students, which boosts faculty research, increases state
funding, provides higher quality teaching assistance, and
helps maintain UM’s new R-1 Carnegie Classification
status. Faculty development funds progress research and
creative activities and provide opportunities for students
to engage by opening a new world of possibilities.
Classroom renovations allow more flexible spaces to
encourage collaboration and active learning. State-ofthe-art facilities help support the College mission, and
simply put, make us feel good to be at Ole Miss. V
MAKE A GIFT: Denson Hollis, dhollis@olemiss.edu,
662.915.5092

Eleven of the 12 students are pursuing a degree
program in the College of Liberal Arts, with majors in

“Mounds were central places for Native American
communities,” said Tony Boudreaux, associate
professor of anthropology and CAR director. “If we
can determine when Butler Mound was built, used,
and abandoned, then we can infer when the larger
community and polity that used the mound was in
existence. This is part of a larger plan to see what
native communities and polities were like in
northeast Mississippi before and after contact with
Europeans to find how Native Americans in this
area dealt with the immediate effects of contact.
“Our students have an opportunity to work
with other archaeologists and see practices
Tony Boudreaux with archaeology
graduate student Allie Smith.
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and research
interests
while making
connections in the
profession. Working
with the Chickasaw
Nation allows us to
tell stories we can’t tell
otherwise. This group has
a genuine interest in these objects,
and knowing that, you can see the
importance of archaeology.”
Daub impressions of woven walls from a
Butler Mounds structure, AD 1200-1400,
tested this summer.

more stories, photos, and videos at libarts.olemiss.edu

Election
Studies

J

ulie Wronski,
assistant professor
of political science,
collaborated with
Julie Wronski
students in her POL
251: Introduction to Political Science
Methods course and researchers at 25 other
universities to study polling place wait times
in the 2016 presidential election.
Students collected information from Lafayette,
Yalobusha, and DeSoto counties for researchers
to pair with data from urban and rural areas
across the US to document the variability of
voter wait times and understand the factors
leading to long lines.
“If we do find certain precincts or regions with
consistently longer times to vote, we can
identify the areas and factors that could lead to
longer wait times,” Wronski said. “These issues
can be ways of disenfranchising voters and
making them more apathetic to the process.
The fewer barriers to vote, the better.”
Students saw firsthand how states and localities
conduct elections and how data is collected, as
well as its importance. They visited polling
places to sample how long voters wait in line to
check in and the time voters take to cast votes.
State law required the team to remain outside
polling places and not interact with voters.
“The class is a perfect venue for giving students a
chance to participate in the process of inquiry,”
said John Bruce, chair and associate professor of
political science. “The work brings the ideas
discussed in class into a more concrete focus
and provides an extraordinary experience.
“The collaborative study Dr. Wronski is working
on cuts to the very heart of our democracy.
Voting has to be a reasonable exercise, and all
voters should expect similar experiences when
they vote. Gathering this type of data is a way
to begin to understand how well our citizens
are able to engage in democracy.” V
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Vital Voices

Alumnus Brian Foster (BA African American Studies ’11)
completed his doctoral degree at the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill and has returned to UM as assistant
professor of sociology and Southern Studies. He reflects
on life-changing scholars, ideas, and paradigms.

What is the value of your African American
Studies undergraduate degree?
Two things. First, the African American Studies (AAS)
program introduced me to faculty who changed my life,
folks like Dr. Kirk Johnson and others. Being a firstgeneration college student is difficult. Being a firstgeneration, black college student presents a different, even
more challenging, set of obstacles. The AAS faculty (and
faculty of color from other departments) played an
indispensable role helping me navigate those obstacles.
Almost as important as the faculty were the texts and ideas
the curriculum introduced. I learned to talk, in a meaningful
and theoretically sound way, about racism and racial
inequality, about gender and sexism. I discovered what
literary criticism is, what interdisciplinary scholarship looks
like, what my own scholarship could look like. I found I
could study and write about black folks in the rural South,
about race and hip-hop culture, about my own experiences,
and do so in a way that was academically meaningful and
stylistically engaging.

What led to sociology in grad school?
I conducted primary data collection for my BA honors
thesis and fell in love with the theory and craft of research,
with the art and practice of writing, with the extraordinary
challenge of theorizing and building coherent arguments.
I’m just a cultural-regional studies scholar masquerading as
a sociologist (don’t tell!!).

Perspectives on being back at UM and your
faculty experience?
I think of it as starting anew, as the long-awaited
opportunity to do the work I’ve always wanted to do…
in the place I’ve always wanted to be: rural Mississippi.
Most validating and fulfilling are interactions with
students, in particular black students and other students
of color: cultivating new relationships, offering what
advice and opportunities I can, reminding them that
not only do their voices matter, but they are central and
vital to this institution.

Brian Foster

What courses do you teach?
Last year, I taught Sociology 414, Race, Place, and Space,
focusing on what I called Geographies of Race. In class, the
students and I “traveled” to different times and places to
talk about concepts and phenomena related to the social
world: the Lawndale community in Chicago to explore
residential segregation, Sugar Ditch in Tunica County to
learn about rural poverty, Cadillactica to interrogate the
South and regional identity, Standing Rock to talk about
environmental racism and settler colonialism, and more. I
taught Southern Studies 102 in the Honors College with
the theme The Southern Protest Mixtape. We sampled
protest songs relating to enslavement, the Lost Cause, the
civil rights movement, and other topics.
I’ve learned so much from my experiences in the classroom,
not the least of which being, even at 27, I am old. My
students don’t get any of my references to the 1990s. And,
so the world turns.

Current research?
My primary focus is a book manuscript based on my
dissertation. It’s about how black communities are creating and
preserving culture in the contemporary (post-1970’s) rural South.
It focuses on how black residents of Clarksdale and the
Mississippi Delta define and think about the blues and
participate in the region’s blues tourism system. The working
title is I Don’t Like the Blues. V

Global Studies

Awarding the Arts

The US Department of State awarded Critical Language Scholarships for
summer study in 2017 to five UM students: Meredith Brown, a Chinese and
accountancy major; Tyler Caple, Chinese and international studies; Trent
Small-Towns, Chinese and integrated marketing communications; Mary Frances
Holland, international studies with Russian minor; and Chase Young, international
studies and Arabic. UM’s three Chinese Language Flagship Program members
studied in China, while Holland headed to Russia, and Young to Morocco. Arabic
major Nathaniel Williams held a Summer Arabic Language and Media, or SALAM,
Scholarship, hosted by the Sultanate of Oman.

The Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters
honored David Wharton, assistant professor
of Southern Studies and director of documentary studies, for The Power of Belief: Spiritual
Landscapes of the Rural South
(GFT PUBLISHING, 2016) book
of photographs; Carlyle Wolfe
(BFA painting ’00) for visual arts;
and Jere Allen (right), professor
emeritus of art, for lifetime
achievement at a GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi reception in June.
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PLATO Offers Students
Personalized Learning

T

he Personalized Learning & Adaptive Teaching
Opportunities Program (PLATO) supports professors
seeking to use technology in the classroom. Generously
funded by a $515,000 grant from the Association of Public
and Land-grant Universities (APLU) and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, PLATO is scaling the use of adaptive
courseware in large-enrollment courses. Adaptive courseware
empowers all students to learn difficult material, no matter
their starting point. Often used as a replacement for a
traditional textbook, adaptive courseware provides personalized
feedback as students complete homework assignments. It also
generates data for professors to make classroom learning more
active and effective. Early studies indicate adaptive courseware
improves outcomes for all students.

Writing
for College

Stephen Monroe, Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter, Patricia O’Sullivan, Karen
Vignare, Interim Provost Noel Wilkin, Meaghan Duff

“Our dedicated faculty always looks to improve their teaching
and help students,” said Stephen Monroe, assistant dean of
liberal arts and assistant professor of writing and rhetoric.
“Adaptive courseware is one tool to achieve these goals. We’re
proud of our innovative faculty and grateful to the Gates
Foundation and APLU.”
PLATO Program Manager Patricia O’Sullivan added, “Adaptive
courseware is a technological tool built on the principles of
cognitive science, with particular attention to long-term
memory recall. Combining this courseware with active teaching
practices, we hope to increase student engagement and improve
pass rates in general education classes.” V

Medical Synergy
Students participate in clinical shadowing at the local hospital and
in seminar discussions on campus. Assigned readings tackle ethics,
religion, culture, and the ways race, gender, and rural location can
shape patient healthcare experiences.

“Both classroom and clinical dimensions provide students with a
comprehensive understanding of the human experience of illness
and medicine, the factors shaping that experience, and the ways
patients and professionals make meaning of their experiences,” said
Sarah Moses, assistant professor of religion and course instructor.
Moses works with Baptist Memorial Hospital–North Mississippi
and other health clinics and offices to create clinical shadowing
stations offering a community-based learning environment for the
class. Students shadow a variety of healthcare professionals—
physicians, nurses, physical therapists, social workers, and
chaplains—and share observations with the class.
Dr. Robert McEachern, a pulmonary and critical care specialist,
noted that exposing students to the “many aspects of medicine helps
them to discover interests and have a sense of the overall system.”
As religious studies major Cayla Scott explained, “We see all types
of medical professionals and shadow different occupations in the

Attendees engaged with the theme of
Writing Contexts: Exploring the
Continuum of Writing for Life, which
reflects the university’s commitment to
transforming lives through education and
the department’s mission to teach
students to write for life. Program topics
included digital literacies and
composition, academic writing, student
engagement, and developing local,
student-led writing centers.
The annual symposia, held since 2011,
fund travel grants to writing teachers and
students who might otherwise be unable
to attend. Local and area writing teachers
meet and learn from speakers from across
the nation.
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M

edical Humanities, a new course for the Society
and Health minor launched last fall, involves
students in a dynamic synergy between the
community and the classroom.

L

ast October, 120+ attendees
came to Oxford for the
Transitioning to College Writing
Symposium, coordinated and hosted by
the Department of Writing and
Rhetoric and the University of
Mississippi Writing Project.

The Symposium supports and enriches
writing instruction in Mississippi.

Professor Sarah Moses (second from right) and students

hospital each week. I find it important for understanding
healthcare on a large scale.”
Shadowing experiences connect to class reading themes. “In
relation to an article about rural healthcare challenges, a student
discussed a patient without transportation to daily cancer
treatments an hour away from her home,” said Moses. “Clinical
shadowing brings depth to student analysis of readings and the
readings in turn help students become more keen observers in the
hospital setting.”
The course helps students consider vocational interests. One
premed student decided against being an emergency room doctor
because of the short-term patient relationship. Another student saw
many possibilities for becoming a better healthcare administrator.
Students realize how crucial professional cooperation is to the
patient experience. “Our students better understand the team-based
problem-solving involved in healthcare delivery,” said Moses. V

“While the first symposium was
definitely a success, we learned that
transitioning to college writing is a
journey that begins well before a
student graduates from high school,”
said Alice Myatt, symposia cochair,
assistant professor, and assistant chair of
writing and rhetoric. “We realized the
need to engage with as many different
places where pre-university writing
instruction happens as possible. This
includes transfer students, who often
encounter transitioning experiences
similar to those high school seniors
experience when they begin their
college journeys.” V

Boren Scholars
Madeleine Achgill and James DeMarshall, international studies
majors in UM’s Chinese Language Flagship Program and Honors College, are the university’s 18th and 19th recipients of
prestigious Boren Scholarships for study abroad. Both are
studying Mandarin Chinese at Nanjing University in China this fall
and will intern in a Chinese city in the spring. The National Security Education Program-funded award gives up to $20,000 for
students studying languages deemed critical to US security—
including but not limited to Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Portuguese,
Russian, and Swahili—and comes with a service requirement to
work for the federal government.

“It’s not just a scholarship for study abroad;
it’s also a huge alumni network, and an
entrance into a career path,” Achgill said.
“I hope to return from China with strong language skills and cultural competency to
give back through federal service.”
DeMarshall explains the draw: “An abundance of opportunities is just waiting to be
explored if one knows the language and
culture of the nation.”
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FACULTY AWARDS
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SERVICE AWARDS

RESEARCH AND CREATIVE AWARDS

1. Robert Brown, professor of political science
and Donald Dyer, associate dean for faculty

7. Adetayo Alabi, associate professor of English

and academic affairs and professor of Russian
and linguistics in the Department of Modern
Languages
Thomas Frist Student Service Award

2. Donald Cole, assistant provost and associate
professor of mathematics
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award

3. Valentina B. Iepuri, assistant professor
of Russian and Diane Marting, associate

Carnegie-Mellon Fellow

8. John T. Edge, director of UM’s Southern
Foodways Alliance
Fellowship of Southern Writers Inductee

9. Micah Everett, associate professor of music
Mississippi Arts Commission Artist Fellow

10. Ann Fisher-Wirth, professor of English

professor of Spanish
Mississippi Foreign Language Association
Award of Distinction

4. Willa Johnson, associate professor of sociology
IHL Board of Trustees Diversity Award of
Excellence

5. Cecille Labuda, associate professor
of physics and astronomy and The
Department of Modern Languages

11.

and environmental studies director
Anne Spencer Poet in Residence Award
at Randolph College, Lynchburg, Virginia
and Foundation Ténot Bursary Writing Residency at
Camac Art Centre, Marnay-sur-Seine, France
Jaime Johnson, adjunct instructor of art
Mississippi Museum of Art Invitational Biennial
Exhibition

12. Thái Hoàng Lê, assistant professor

of mathematics
Ralph E. Powe Junior Faculty Enhancement Award

Excellence in Promoting Inclusiveness in Graduate
Education Award

6. Gail Stratton, lecturer and coordinator

of laboratory programs for biological science
UM Black Faculty and Staff Organization Lift Every
Voice Award
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13.		Chris Offutt, associate professor
of English and screenwriting
Kentucky Literary Award
The Pushcart Prize

14. Nicolas Trépanier, associate professor of history
European Institutes for Advanced Study Fellow

15. Noell Wilson, Croft associate professor
of history and international studies
Fulbright US Scholar Award

TEACHING AWARDS
16. John R. Gutiérrez, Croft professor of Spanish
Mississippi Humanities Council Humanities
Teacher of the Year

17. Kelly Wilson, professor of psychology
UM Excellence in Graduate Teaching and
Mentoring Award

AWA R D S
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F A C U LT Y

Dean Lee M. Cohen (second from left) congratulates Matt Long, Carey Bernini Dowling, and Steven Davis on their teaching honors. Recognized at the spring faculty meeting and honored at the university’s 164th
Commencement, each received a plaque and $1,000, and their names were added to award plaques in the dean’s office.

“This year’s outstanding teaching award recipients join the cadre of past honorees recognized
as the

best and most accomplished faculty within the University of Mississippi.

We commend them for dedication, excellence, and service to our students and their educational pursuits.”
—LEE M. COHEN, DEAN OF LIBERAL ARTS

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
OUTSTANDING TEACHER

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
OUTSTANDING INSTRUCTOR

CORA LEE GRAHAM AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING TEACHING OF FRESHMEN

Matt Long

Carey Dowling

Steven Davis

associate professor of art

“What a wonderful feeling to be told by your
colleagues and students that what you are doing is
worthy of recognition. I am honored!” said Long, who
completed his Master of Fine Arts at Ohio University
and has worked at UM for 12 years.
“Matt is one of those teachers who makes such an
impression, students take one class with him and
then change their major,” said Virginia Rougon
Chavis, chair and professor of art and art history.
“He is informative in the classroom and raises the bar
without the students realizing they are working. He
is recognized at the top of his field by his
contemporaries with celebrity-like status and is
sought after by institutions across the country to
lecture and give workshops.”

instructional assistant professor of psychology

professor of chemistry and biochemistry

“It is difficult to express how much this
nomination and award mean to me. To receive
recognition for something I care so deeply about
is truly an honor,” said Dowling, who earned her
doctorate from Stony Brook University of State
University of New York and joined the faculty
five years ago.

“I really enjoy working with freshmen as they adjust to
college and begin their academic training. Ultimately, I
hope my students view my class as gaining skills to be
used throughout their careers, not just as a grade to
move onto the next class,” said Davis, who received his
doctorate from the University of Virginia and has been
on the UM faculty for 28 years.

“Dr. Dowling provides intellectual challenges and
meaningful contributions to supporting student
success in the classroom and beyond,” said
Rebekah Smith, chair and professor of psychology.
“She is an ideal instructor who takes teaching very
seriously and is always exploring ways to build
upon her already superior performance.”

“Dr. Davis is one of the department’s most effective
instructors for our first-year general chemistry
sequence, aka Freshman Chemistry,” said Greg
Tschumper, chair and professor of chemistry and
biochemistry. “The course is the source of much
anxiety for many students. Yet Dr. Davis has
consistently maintained a perfect balance between
high standards and making challenging material
very accessible.”
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Commemorating Passion for Music, Education

F

amily and friends of the late Anna (Ann)
McDonald Berryhill are honoring her memory
with an Ole Miss First Scholarship Endowment
giving full-time entering freshmen from Pontotoc
County financial assistance to supplement eight
semesters of tuition with first preference going to
students majoring in music or education.

community, both at Ole Miss and in the world,” said
Rosie McDavid, program coordinator.

Gift of Jazz

T

Buddy Montgomery, president of First Choice Bank in
Pontotoc, said Ole Miss First aligns perfectly with his
longtime friend’s personality.

he Gertrude C. Ford Center for the Performing
Arts is bringing nationally recognized musicians to
campus, thanks to the Jazz Series Fund established
by Marty (BA computer science ’85) and John Dunbar.
The Oxford couple donated $25,000 as an initial gift to
encourage contributions from others.

“Mrs. Berryhill encouraged and advised younger
generations to get an education, study diligently, be
trustworthy, accountable, responsible, and to work
hard pursuing their dreams.”

The 1951 UM graduate returned to her hometown of
Pontotoc to teach, sharing for two decades her lifelong
love of learning in the disciplines of music and history.

“We support excellence in jazz in Oxford. We’ve enjoyed
performances by faculty and students of music over the
years, such as Michael Worthy and The Mississippians,
and have met many talented people at Ole Miss. We see a
special educational opportunity and hope the series will be
enjoyed by our community.”

Her grandfather, who founded
First Choice Bank, originally First
National Bank of Pontotoc,
served as president as did
Berryhill’s husband, Farrell. After
his death, she served on the
bank’s board of directors.

“Her students were like her
children,” said Mary McDonald,
daughter of Berryhill’s brother,
Robert McDonald Jr. “Even years
after she stopped teaching, she
corresponded with many on a
regular basis. Until her death,
former students visited her in the
nursing home.”

This year’s Jazz Series includes performances with master
class sessions for music faculty and students from the
university and local high schools by Cyrus Chestnut,
Julian Bliss, and the Birdland All-Stars—headliners at
prestigious jazz venues and festivals worldwide.

Berryhill deeply loved her
community, committing time and
resources to the Pontotoc Historical
Ole Miss First Scholarships
Society, Town Square Museum,
Ann and Farrell Berryhill
provide mentoring, leadership
Hospital Auxiliary, Music Club,
development, and tuition assistance. Entering
Community Concert Association, and as organist at
freshmen are selected to receive four-year scholarships
her church for many years.
of $4,500 per year based on high school academic
She remained active as an advisor for Delta Gamma
excellence, leadership, and commitment to service.
sorority after graduation, enjoying another opportunity
Additionally, some scholarships are based on financial
to
mentor young people toward success. V
need, major, or geographical area.

“This is a dream come true and I am truly grateful for the
Dunbars’ vision and generosity,” said Michael Worthy,
associate professor of music. “I will work hard to maximize
the educational outreach opportunities that come with the
Jazz Series, and I am excited for Ole Miss students to have
more opportunities to interact with world-class jazz
musicians.” V
MAKE A GIFT: Angela Barlow
Brown, ambarlow@olemiss.edu,
662.915.3181

MAKE A GIFT: Rosie McDavid, rosie@olemiss.edu,
662.915.3895

“Ole Miss First helps students reach their full potential
and grow into accomplished members of the

For the Love of Writing

R

A BA in English from UM in 1963 prepared Greer for a
career in five states as a teacher, school administrator, and
central office supervisor developing programs to help
K–12 students understand and apply a writing and
research process to create hypothesis-based text.
“I was looking for something to incorporate writing and
give back to the state of Mississippi,” she said.
Greer and her husband, Lance, were pleased to
discover UM’s Department of Writing and Rhetoric
and wanted to help.
“Reba Greer is known well as someone invested in
improving literacy in Mississippi and the department
is over the moon about her involvement,” said Robert
Cummings, chair and associate professor, about the
endowment to empower students to read, digest, craft,
and argue hypothesis-based responses—integral parts

PHOTO BY BILL DABNEY

eba McCullouch Greer has devoted her life to
changing the way students learn to write, and
the McCullouch-Greer Endowment to
Advance Writing as a Civic Responsibility extends her
mission to UM students.
Reba Greer (center, in blue) and her husband Lance (to her left)
attend a reception in their honor hosted by the Department of
Writing and Rhetoric.

of Greer’s fundamental belief about the value of
proficient writing skills in a world where a liberal arts
education is often underestimated.
Greer explains: “I want kids who have a need, who want a
liberal arts education, and who choose to pursue a degree
in technical and research writing to have the opportunity
to do so. I want to encourage us to recognize that writing
as a civic responsibility is a critical component of
American democracy and also helps us grow Mississippi’s
economy. I hope others will join us in supporting the
Department of Writing and Rhetoric.” V
MAKE A GIFT: Denson Hollis, dhollis@olemiss.edu,
662.915.5092
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Theatrical
Memorabilia

C

urators of the Mamie
and Ellis Nassour Arts
and Entertainment
Collection at the university
have created a unique archive
honoring the late actress
Marian Seldes and the Actors
Fund of America, the latter for its generous donations
of theatrical memorabilia. The Marian Seldes/Actors
Fund Archive in the J. D. Williams Library Archive
and Special Collections includes signed Broadway
posters and other materials. “Our arts and cultural
programs are among the best and we are grateful to
have a great resource for students, faculty, and staff,”
said Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter.

In celebration, the Department of Theatre Arts staged
a reading with John Brahan, an acting major, and
Rachel Staton, a musical theatre major. Professor Rory
Ledbetter directed their performance of excerpts from
Tennessee Williams and Edward Albee plays in which
Seldes starred. V

When Faculty
Give Back

T

he retired executive director of UM’s Croft
Institute for International Studies, Kees Gispen,
and his wife, Dr. Jean Gispen, UM employeehealth physician, created the Croft Institute
Enhancement Endowment to provide income for
discretionary spending by Croft’s executive director
Oliver Dinius, associate professor of history.

The Institute, generously supported by the Joseph C.
Bancroft Charitable & Educational Fund and UM,
provides a rigorous, interdisciplinary curriculum
designed to prepare students to meet America’s
global challenges.
“My wife and I are true believers in the Croft
Institute mission,” Gispen said. “We think it
especially important that there is a program such as
this in Mississippi. Our years as stewards of the
Institute were enormously rewarding, and we make
this contribution as a token of our gratitude and
appreciation.”

Dr. Sufka gave UM’s 2017
Last Lecture, “Losing My
Free Will But Not My
Mind(fullness): A Life in
Neuroscience, Psychology,
and Philosophy,” presented
by the Ole Miss Mortar
Board Senior Honor Society.

Kees and Jean Gispen

Gispen joined the history faculty in 1983, started
teaching for Croft at its inception in 1998, became
associate director in 2005, and director in 2007.
While he led Croft, the size of the student body nearly
doubled with the entering freshman class increasing
from 45 in 2007 to 85 last fall, the Korea Foundation
funded a position in Korean studies, and the Institute
added a Global Health thematic concentration and a
Middle Eastern regional concentration to complement
the Department of Modern Languages’ Arabic
language program and major.
Gispen is proud of graduates’ success: almost 75% go
to graduate school and professional school. Alumni are
working in government, in the private sector, academia,
and in nongovernmental organizations.
“They are living proof of the great contributions our state
and university are making to the nation,” Gispen said. V

Davis Family Supports
Students and Sports

PHOTO BY THOMAS GRANING

On His ‘A’ Game

K

en Sufka, professor of psychology and
pharmacology, wants students to achieve so much
that he’s written a guide, The A Game: Nine Steps
to Better Grades.

“I wrote the book of study tips to help students with
courses,” said Sufka, the Elsie M. Hood Outstanding
Teacher of 1996. “Now, with the book’s proceeds, we can
fund a scholarship to make college more affordable so
students can focus on academic success.”
From book royalties, the professor and his wife, Stevi Self,
established the Kenneth Sufka Undergraduate Scholarship
in Psychology Endowment for full-time junior or senior
psychology majors with financial need and a minimum
3.0 grade-point average. V

PHOTO BY BILL DABNEY

“I credit Ole Miss with my education, which allowed me
to make enough money and wise investment choices to
give back to the university in a significant way,” Don said.
With a $1 million gift, the Davises started two
endowments: the Donald S. and Lynne R. Davis
Academic Scholarship Endowment offering financial
assistance to undergraduate students from Meridian and
another supporting the Ole Miss Athletics Foundation for
sports programs improvements.
Lynne and Don Davis

D

on and Lynne Davis met in anatomy and
physiology lab and realized instantly they had
great chemistry. Married 53 years, the Davises
are grateful to UM for bringing them together and
making them who they are today: Don, a successful
otolaryngologist who retired after a 43-year practice in
Meridian, and Lynne, a retired pharmacist.

A member of UM’s Air Force ROTC, Don (BA biology
’58 MD ’66) attended flight school before returning to
campus to take classes to prepare for medical school. At
that time, he met Lynne Ruble (BA pharmacy ’63). The
couple’s three grown children—Alicia Davis Johnson,
Don Davis Jr., and Andy Davis—are all alumni. V
MAKE A GIFT: Denson Hollis, dhollis@olemiss.edu,
662.915.5092
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Dorothy Irby Wilson
Celebrating Ms. Wilson, who faithfully served the Department of
Political Science from 1963 to 1986, with a scholarship given in loving
memory by her daughter Kathy Hynes (BS ’83); son-in-law, Terry; and
grandchildren are John Winkle, professor emeritus (from left); Denson
Hollis, development director; John Bruce, chair and associate professor;
and Dean Lee M. Cohen.

more stories, photos, and videos at libarts.olemiss.edu

F A C U LT Y B O O K S
Who Belongs?

Race, Resources, and Tribal Citizenship in
the Native South
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2016

By Mikaëla M. Adams,
assistant professor of history
A “stunning piece of scholarship on Native identity. By
understanding Native communities in the South
through the lenses of sovereignty and self-determination, this book upends old approaches and makes a
vital contribution to our understanding of Native histories and cultures. It places their voices and experiences first, reminding us that those communities have
never ceded control of their own narratives.”
—Clyde Ellis, author of A Dancing People: Powwow
Culture on the Southern Plains

From Slave Ship to Supermax:
Mass Incarceration, Prisoner Abuse,
and the New Neo-Slave Novel
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2017

By Patrick Alexander, assistant professor
of English and African American Studies
The first interdisciplinary study of mass incarceration
to intersect the fields of literary studies, critical prison
studies, and human rights.

Photography and Failure:

One Medium’s Entanglements with Flops,
Disappointments, and Mishaps
BLOOMSBURY ACADEMIC PRESS, 2017

Edited by Kris Belden-Adams,
assistant professor of art and art history
The anthology looks at failure as an essential and persistent part of the history of photography. Essays feature previously unpublished stories and ways in which
the medium was supposed to change society, but didn’t.
Failures of innovators, institutions, historians, and
theory highlight the medium’s various practices, along
with failures of the images themselves (as purveyors of
truth, time, space, documentary realism, societal preservation, or change).

Storia e storiografia di Carlo
Michelstaedter
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, 2017

Civil Rights, Culture Wars:

The Fight Over a Mississippi Textbook
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA PRESS, 2017

By Charles W. Eagles, William F. Winter
Professor of History
“A fascinating account of the controversy surrounding
the publication of the textbook Mississippi: Conflict
and Change. Though it was pathbreaking in its treatment of race and the inclusion of African American
history, no one has really told this story—certainly not
in the detail on display here—and by putting this
seemingly small event into a larger context, Eagles, like
the textbook itself, significantly broadens our understanding of Mississippi history.”

Heating & Cooling:
52 Micro-Memoirs

W.W. NORTON & COMPANY, 2017

—Charles C. Bolton, author of William F. Winter and
the New Mississippi: A Biography

By Beth Ann Fennelly, professor of English
“Imagine the hundred things you enjoy doing most in
the world. Reading Heating & Cooling is more fun than
95 of them.”

The Potlikker Papers:

A Food History of the Modern South

Edited by Valerio Cappozzo, assistant
professor of Italian, director of the Italian
Program, and medieval studies affiliate

PENGUIN PRESS, 2017

The first edited volume published in the US on the
philosopher, artist, and writer Carlo Michelstaedter
(Gorizia, north Italy, 1887–1910).

A people’s history of Southern food that reveals how
the region came to be at the forefront of American
culinary culture and how issues of race have shaped
Southern cuisine over the last six decades.

—Richard Russo, Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist

By John T. Edge, director of the
Southern Foodways Alliance

The Business Turn in American
Religious History
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2017

Coedited by Darren Grem, assistant professor
of history and Southern Studies
A holistic treatment of the influence of American business practice on religion.

Stripper in Wonderland:
Poems

LSU PRESS, 2017

FACULTY ALBUM

By Derrick Harriell, assistant professor
of English and African American Studies,
and director of the MFA English program
These percussive poems move from birth to death,
funk to hip-hop, and racism to religion exploring the
life of a modern black man transplanted from the
American Midwest to the Deep South.

Puzzles
ALBANY RECORDS, 2016

By Adam Estes, assistant professor of music
New music for saxophone performed exquisitely.
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Approaches to Teaching the
History of the English Language:
Pedagogy in Practice

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2017

Edited by Mary Hayes, associate professor
of English and director of medieval studies,
and Allison Burkette, associate professor
of linguistics
Preeminent scholars of historical linguistics explain
how they have made this wide-ranging and difficult
subject accessible to students and, in turn, how teaching the course has enriched their own research.

English and German
Diction for Singers:
A Comparative Approach

ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD PUBLISHERS, 2016

By Amanda Johnston, associate professor of music
Designed for both undergraduate and graduate courses
in German and English lyric diction, the book is an
invaluable resource for classical singers, vocal coaches,
and voice teachers alike.

Wilson Relieves Student
Financial Burden
Writing Program and Writing
Center Collaborations:
Transcending Boundaries
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN, 2017

Coedited by Alice Johnston Myatt, assistant
professor and assistant chair of writing and rhetoric
Demonstrates how to develop and engage in successful
academic collaborations that are both practical and sustainable across campuses and within local communities.

Quantifying Expressions
in the History of German:
Syntactic Reanalysis
and Morphological Change

JOHN BENJAMINS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 2016

Cowritten by Christopher Sapp,
associate professor of German
This study describes the 1,200-year history of German
quantifying expressions like nîoman anderro > niemand
anderer ‘nobody else’, analyzing the morpho-syntactic
developments within the generative framework.

Clinical Perspectives on Meaning:
Positive and Existential Psychotherapy
SPRINGER, 2016

Coedited by Stefan E. Schulenberg,
professor of psychology and director
of the Clinical–Disaster Research Center
“An outstanding collection of new contributions that
build thoughtfully on the past, while at the same time,
take the uniquely human capacity for meaning-making
to important new places.”
—From the preface by Carol D. Ryff and Chiara Ruini

Are Racists Crazy?

How Prejudice, Racism, and Antisemitism
Became Markers of Insanity

E

very year since 2007, Dr. Creighton L. Wilson of
Gainesville, Florida, has added to the scholarship
endowment he created with an IRA rollover of $100,000
for any full-time student on the Oxford campus.

“I feel I owe the university,” he said. “I am what I am partly
because of my education.”
The retired orthopedic surgeon entered UM in 1944 at age 14,
earned a BA in German in 1949, an MA from the University of
Arkansas in 1950, a UM medical certificate in 1953, and an
MD from the University of Tennessee in Memphis.
He hopes his gift will spare students the financial burden
associated with paying their way through school as he did.
Wilson earned 30 cents an hour working at the YMCA and
slightly more working in the cafeteria.
His hard work paid off. “I achieved a certain degree of success in
my chosen field and, although not wealthy, enough financial
assets to lead a comfortable life.
“Ole Miss is the institution to which I owe the most appreciation
for my education and ability to enter the real world and make a
small effort at its betterment. What better way to show thanks
than to give back in some form of financial support—to give
some less fortunate student the opportunity to reach their noble
goal in life. The meager amount dedicated to an unrestricted
scholarship is the least I can do to repay this gift. I’ll add my
annual gift as long as I am able. I hope many others will do the
same.”
Kristen Olson, a biochemistry major from New Albany, is one
of four students currently receiving support of $5,000 a year
from Wilson’s scholarship. “The scholarship has meant so

Dr. Creighton L. Wilson

much,” Olson said. “It is more than money. It is an opportunity
to create my future and to walk down the path to reach my
destination.”
Creighton Wilson is a model donor said Wendell Weakley,
president and CEO of the UM Foundation. “Higher education
costs continue to rise at a much higher rate than headline
inflation. If it were not for very generous donors like Dr. Wilson,
many students simply could not attend college.”
Wilson’s long line of alumni includes his father and three
brothers. And thanks to the scholarship he established, the
legacy of graduates continues. V
MAKE A GIFT: Denson Hollis, dhollis@olemiss.edu,
662.915.5092

NYU PRESS, 2016

Cowritten by James M. Thomas, assistant
professor of sociology

Fountain Terrace
Offers Quiet Place

“rigorous, far-reaching scholarship…. no easy answers
but plenty of food for thought amid America’s current
crisis in race relations.”
—Publishers Weekly

Before Dred Scott:

T

he university has completed renovations
to the Ole Miss Memory Garden, adding
brickwork patterns, additional seating,
and a tiered foundation that invites passersby into
an ambiance of serenity and grace.

Slavery and Legal Culture
in the American Confluence, 1787–1857
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2016

By Anne Twitty, associate professor of history
“Anne Twitty has brilliantly illuminated a significant
chapter in the struggle against slavery…. [and] has
given historical presence to the lives of the freedom
seekers: to her exhaustive research into their lives she
has added a sure-handed and creative touch that makes
this book one of the most significant contributions to
antislavery scholarship in many years.”

Adjacent to Paris-Yates Chapel, the bench-lined
terrace stands as a monument to students who
lost their lives while enrolled at UM and
welcomes anyone seeking a quiet place to pray,
think, meditate, or study.

—David Konig, Washington University, St. Louis

Faulkner and History

The additions were made possible by the late Penn
Owen of Como, who contributed $100,000 in
memory of his mother, the late Mary “May” Davis Owen, a
1928 liberal arts graduate (pictured). V

UNIVERSITY PRESS OF MISSISSIPPI, 2017

Coedited by Jay Watson, Howry Professor of Faulkner Studies and professor of English, and James
G. Thomas Jr., associate director for publications
at the Center for the Study of Southern Culture

MAKE A GIFT: Sandra Guest, sguest@olemiss.edu,
662.915.5208

A stimulating treatment of the intersection between
history and literature in the writing of William
Faulkner.
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Brook and Pam Smith

Ross Bjork, vice chancellor for intercollegiate athletics; donors Judy Peace and Dr. Rush Peace of Macon,
Georgia; Noel Wilkin, interim provost and executive vice chancellor; and Keith Carter, senior associate
athletics director for development and executive director of the Ole Miss Athletics Foundation

GOOD GRAVY!

Peace Graduate Scholarship

K

nowing the unifying qualities of
food, Brook and Pam Smith of
Louisville, Kentucky, recently
pledged $1 million to support Gravy, a
podcast produced by the Southern
Foodways Alliance at UM.

U

M student Rush Peace had it all: a well-rounded college experience that
combined rich academic experiences with the thrill of playing baseball
on scholarship under legendary Coach Tom Swayze. And then it was on
to dentistry school and a rewarding career.

Peace and his wife, Judy, of Macon, Georgia, want to support other student
athletes who graduate and choose to continue studies at UM’s schools of
dentistry, medicine, or law. Their blended gift of $60,000—an outright gift
combined with a planned estate gift—funds the new Dr. Rush Abbott and Julia
Robertson Peace Graduate Scholarship Endowment.

“Folks in different places appreciate when
someone from one cultural segment takes
the time to dine with others from a
different cultural segment,” said Brook.
“It’s a show of respect and appreciation for
a culture that may be different from their
own and that’s what we seem to be
missing in our country today.”

After earning his dental degree and postgraduate training, Peace enjoyed a 40-year
career in prosthetic and pediatric dentistry. He was a pioneer in the Southeast in
complete dentistry performed in hospital operating rooms. He retired from his
prosthetic practice and then devoted the past decade to the treatment of medically
complex pediatric and developmentally challenged patients.

When the Smiths travel, they try to meet
members of the Southern Foodways
Alliance along the way. A membersupported nonprofit institute of the UM
Center for the Study of Southern Culture,
the SFA sponsors scholarships, mentors
students, stages symposia, collects and
shares oral histories, and produces and
publishes books, podcasts, and films.

“Ole Miss is hallowed ground and very special to my heart,” said Peace. “Judy and
I are extremely proud of what’s been accomplished. We enjoy championing Ole
Miss in Georgia and are proud that many young people from Georgia come here
for their college home.
“Student athletes should be prepared for life after college sports; not everyone makes
it in professional sports. We hope this scholarship will encourage some to consider
dental, medical, or law school as options. As this scholarship grows, it may even be
used as a recruitment tool for athletes interested in professional school.” V

On a recent trip, the Smiths detoured to
Hemingway, South Carolina, where
Scott’s Bar-B-Q, praised by the New York
Times, attracts customers from hundreds of
miles away. “My whole life has been
barbecue,” said pitmaster Rodney Scott,
who recently opened a restaurant nearby
in Charleston. “I grew up doing it and
there’s no way to bring people in quicker.
It’s a beacon; it just draws them right in.”

MAKE A GIFT: Ron Wilson, jrwilso3@olemiss.edu, 662.915.1755.

Recognizing Civil War Scholar

“I learned how to listen from Harry,”
said Bill (BAE ’78), a senior vice
president at ServisFirst Bank in
Alabaster, Alabama, whose career
began as a social studies teacher in
DeSoto County, Mississippi, where he
was Star Teacher his first year.
“Even if someone is on a different side,
you should hear what they have to say
because you might learn something. I

credit him with
my ability to
do that. Harry
had a profound
impact on me.”
Street, a
nontraditional
Professor Owens
student on the
GI Bill after service as a US Navy
submarine petty officer, and the
professor bonded over Civil War history.

PHOTO BY ROBERT JORDAN

A

gift from Bill and Ginny Street
honors a professor emeritus
who taught history for 35
years, the Dr. Harry P. Owens
Secondary Education Opportunity
Scholarship Endowment.

That spirit drew in the Smiths. So did the
SFA’s storytelling work. “Gravy, which
was awarded 2015 publication of the year
by the prestigious James Beard
Foundation, shares stories of the changing
American South through the foods we
eat,” said SFA Director John T. Edge.
“Gravy showcases a South that is
constantly evolving. We use food as a
means to complicate stereotypes,
document new dynamics, and give voice
to the often unsung folk who grow, cook,
and serve our daily meals.”

“Bill’s scholarship in my name is
most gracious,” said Owens, who
lives in Oxford with his wife, Mary
Lou. “It reinforces the idea that
teachers count.” V

The View from Ventress

30

2017

Edge is grateful for the Smiths’ generous
gift. “This sort of long-term commitment
offers funding stability so that the SFA can
take risks to tell stories in new and bold
ways. At a moment when Gravy delivered
its one-millionth download, Brook and
Pam have invested deeply in our most
scalable and sharable effort. They are longtime members of the organization who
know and respect the role that food plays
in the cultural life of our nation.”
Smith found success in the surety bonding
business. He’s a wine and distillery owner
as well as a philanthropist with an interest
in organizations that focus on improving
life for young people and those like the
SFA, which inspires communities to invest
in their culinary customs and, in so doing,
establishes lasting, cross-cultural
relationships. Smith has an ongoing
commitment to Appalachian Kentucky
and founded a private philanthropic fund
focused on economic development in the
region that includes an interest in
development driven by local mountain
food traditions and small scale farming.
Prior to establishing the Smith Family
Gravy Boat Fund, the Smiths donated
$250,000 in 2014 to support the SFA’s
Smith Symposium Fellows program,
which invites individuals whose work
promises a positive impact on the South
to be guests at the SFA fall symposium.
Smith trusts his gift will boost operating
funds, enabling the organization to better
document, study, and explore the
American South’s diverse food cultures.
“Food starts conversations. You get into
who makes it and where the products
come from. It’s an ice breaker. People talk
about the weather, but talking about
barbecue is a lot more interesting.”
Download Gravy for free from iTunes and
the SFA website, www.southernfoodways.org.
MAKE A GIFT: Nikki Neely Davis,
662-915-6678, nlneely@olemiss.edu

The College of Liberal Arts is grateful to the following donors of gifts made
between July 1, 2016—June 30, 2017:
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21c Museum Hotel
A T & T Mississippi
Marsha D. and Haley R. Barbour
Kathryn B. Black
BNSF Railway Foundation
Butler Snow, LLP
C. Martin Dunagin, Jr.
Cathead Distillery
Chevron
Chisholm Foundation
R&B Feder Foundation
Cockayne Fund
Martha D. Dalrymple and James L. Cummins
ExxonMobil Foundation
Susan and Lester G. Fant III
GE Foundation
General Atomics
Carolyn B. and Daniel Gilchrist IV
Susan H. and G. O. Griffith, Jr.
Cecile B. and Robert H. Harper
Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation
Jennifer and Frederick Heebe
Lucile P. and William S. Hicks
McIlhenny Company, maker of Tabasco
James and Madeleine McMullan Family
Foundation
Jim ‘N Nick’s Community Bar-B-Q
Jamie B. and Ernest Joyner III
Lodge Manufacturing
McDonnell Family Foundation
Judith and Frank Mitchener, Jr.
Mountain Valley Spring Water
Suzanne and Nick Pihakis
Renvy G. Pittman
Scarlotte M. and Crymes G. Pittman
Royal Cup Coffee
Ruth U. Fertel Foundation
Roy D. Sheffield
Simmons Farm Raised Catfish, Inc.
Shirley and Harry D. Simmons, Jr.
Pam and Brook Smith
Southern Company Charitable Fdtn.
Donald J. Summers
Taqueria del Sol
The BGR Foundation, Inc.
The Titus Foundation
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
Whole Foods Market
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Anson Mills
Michael Benedict
Hannah and Tommy Bishop
Carmen and Matthew Bond
Graham G. Boyd
Jennifer W. and Benjamin Bridges
Sharon M. and Danny E. Cupit
Martin D. Davidson
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Diane and Alan Franco
Caren L. and Tom T. Gallaher
Greater Birmingham Convention & Visitors
Bureau
Reba M. and Lance Greer
Vivian B. Hobbs and John T. Edge, Jr.
Jay Howington
Ann W. and Jimmy Hunt
Carol and P. Ken Lackey, Jr.
Martin’s Barbecue LLC
Gary Mathews
Deborah F. McAbee and J. Byron Morris
Deborah B. and John E. Monroe
Pauline Nebel
Poole’s Downtown Diner
North America’s Building Trades Unions
Virginia Wine Board
Sanderson Farms Inc
Kathy and Joe F. Sanderson, Jr.
Sea Island Company
Diane A. and Frederick W. Smith
Sumner S. Spradling
Diane J. and James D. Stark III
Linda T. and Tim F. Tatum

The Package Grip & Lighting Company
Leigh Anne R. and Sean A. Tuohy
Virginia B. and Eddie S. Wilson
Elise V. and William F. Winter
Zingerman’s Community of Businesses

The Dick Molpus Foundation
Joe T. Cantu and Edward J. Upton
Patricia C. White
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council

EXECUTIVE

C. Scott Adelman
Ann and Lex Alexander
Cara Alexander and Drew Alexander
Deborah D. and Steven D. Ammann
Karen T. and Frank A. Anderson
Marie L. Antoon and Charles R. Wilson
Joyce M. and Herbert Arnold III
Melissa H. and Grant H. Ashlin
Charlotte A. and James E. Baine
Kristin and Wilson P. Barton III
Allison P. and William G. Barton
Beverly Bartow
John P. Besh
F. Watt Bishop
J. S. Blake
Blue Cross Blue Shield Of MS
Susan E. Bostick
Norma S. Bourdeaux
Ralph Brennan
Jim Koikos
Brown’s Framing and Fine Art, Inc.
C Spire
James C. Cantrell
Mary Rose and Michael H. Carter, Jr.
Ann Cashion
Clarence W. Chapman
Bob Collie
Elizabeth S. and John G. Corlew
William F. Crozer
Bess and John M. Currence
Rebecca and Richard M. Currence
Faison Cushman
Adam Danforth
Norma E. and Wallace E. Davenport
Kathy and Sid Davis
Charles L. Day
Tracey D. Dodd
David Domke
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Patricia L. and John A. Eaves
Mac Elliott
Eugenia & Albert Lamar Fund
Diane H. and Chuck Flynt
Emmy Gilbert and William Gilbert
Kris N. and Wilson Golden
Patricia A. and Charles H. Goodman
Katherine H. and Jon E. Gothold
GP Housing, Inc.
Janice M. and Chellis O. Gregory
Gisele P. and John R. Hansbrough
Dorothy S. and Charles B. Hargrove
John C. Harrison
Haskell Family Trust
Mary D. and Samuel B. Haskell III
Susan S. Hayman
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Morella K. and John C. Henegan
Trish and George D. Hightower III
Jane O. Hollingsworth
John W. Huey, Jr.
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Lucius M. Lampton
Guy P. Land
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Cindy and Sam McGann
Ellen and E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr.
Ellen B. Meacham and John W. Winkle
A. Ashley and Victor H. Meena, Jr.
Christie and L. Madison Michael II
Mississippi Development Authority
Karen C. and Robert S. Montjoy

Alabama Chanin, Inc.
Eleanor E. Winter and Daniel J. Backo
Nancy and Raymond M. Balach
Billy Reid
P. David Bridges
Sean Brock
Virginia F. and James G. Brooks
Lissa L. and Adam H. Broome
Amanda B. and James R. Carr
D. M. Cockrell
Betsy S. and Wade H. Creekmore, Jr.
Lucille W. and James H. Creekmore
Lara M. and Vance P. Derryberry
Eat Out Often, Inc.
Bettina A. Gaycken
Laura D. Gomez
Phil Hardin Foundation
Barbara B. and D. Chan Henry
Harriet N. and Albert L. Hilliard
W. Kenneth Holditch
Lynne and G. Norris Howell, Jr.
Nancy S. and Alexander S. Koehler
Marley Lott
Ben Luke
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McWaters Family Foundation
Henry P. Mills, Jr.
Pat and Tim Nicholls
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Jesse L. White, Jr.
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Deborah D. and Randall R. Jones
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PAT R O N .............................. $25,000+
B E N E FA C T O R ...... $10,000 – $24,999
E X E C U T I V E .............. $5,000 – $9,999
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S T E W A R D ...................... $500 – $999
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Paul Rogers
Peter T. Rogers
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D. Shepard Smith
Mary E. and Jefferson B. Stancill
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Mary M. Thompson
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R. Byron Ellis, Jr.
Pamela and Walter H. Eversmeyer III
Paul Fehribach
Aaron R. Flinchum
Martha and Paul Fogleman
Anne S. and Terry G. Freeze
Carol H. and William T. Gafford
Lynn and Stewart Gammill III
Wendy J. Garrison and Richard Raspet
Craig Goldwyn
Greater Williamsburg
Chamber & Tourism Alliance
Ronald A. Haley
Helen M. Henry
Sarah and Tim Hicks
J. Mac Holladay
Christie K. and F. Clarke Holmes IV
Gina and Linton Hopkins, Jr.
S. Lanier Hurdle, Jr.
Martha G. Hutson
Jason H. Jones
Jennifer T. and David Kincaid
Joyce E. and David A. King
Roma L. King
Kat Kinsman
Lammons Fine Jewerly, Inc.
Traute and James E. Langmesser
Sarah L. Laughlin
Pamela B. and William F. Lawhead
Carroll Leggett
Subo Liao
Marcy Loomis
Kate M. Hooper and Felipe E. Macias
Gigi and Charles Magill
Katie S. McClendon
Nancie S. McDermott
Leisa S. and David H. McElreath
Donna W. and W. Theron McLarty
Michael Mcnitt
Minact Inc
Mary A. Mitchell
Kristina and Tom Montague
Angela D. and Johnny B. Mosier
Jane Kerr G. and Robert B. Nance III
Richard Orris
John N. Palmer
Michael O. Palmer
James A. Peden, Jr.
Lisa B. and W. A. Percy
Phase One LTD
Beverly J. Pierce
Leslie Pinsof
Deborah K. and Andre Prefontaine
Donna H. and Richard H. Russell
Mary H. and Lucius F. Sams, Jr.
SeaChange Global, LLC
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Margaret A. and John C. Sims
Southern Company Services
Gregory O. Spellman
Debra L. and Alan L. Spurgeon
Susan W. and William Strickland
Ward and James C. Sumner
John R. Tatum
The Blake At Oxford, LLC
The Jefferson
The Pace Group
The Sidney L. Hurdle Charitable Endowment
Fred D. Thompson
Carlton Todd
Donald L. Ware
Susan W. Wells
Clifford E. Wheeler, Jr.
Kathryn L. Wiener
William Carey University
Clemmie L. Williams
Jennifer and Tom Williams
Jacob H. Williamson
Virginia Willis and Lisa Ekus
Joan H. and David E. Willson
Gingia and W. Swan Yerger

STEWARD

Helen B. and Wadie H. Abraham, Jr.
William R. Allen, Jr.
Lisa M. and William H. Andrews, Jr.
Bonnie R. Arnold
B & B Concrete Co., Inc.
Arnold and Terri Barefoot
Celia G. and James A. Barnett USN (Ret.)
Jimmy T. Bell
Monica T. and Raymond L. Bergin, Jr.
Gregory L. Best
Kumar H. Bhatt
Blackburn Communities LLC
Leslie K. Schutz and David T. Bortel
Andrew C. Brack
Brevard Family Foundation
Shawn S. and David E. Brevard
William Briscoe
Elizabeth A. Brock
Charles A. Brown
Thomas E. Brown (Ret.)
Tyler Brown
Harold Burson
Betty K. Cadle
Ronald E. Cardwell
Courtney E. Chartier
Ashley Christensen
City House Restaurant
Jennifer V. Cole
Columbia Film Society
Casi Cottnell and Jimmy Cottrell
Vicki L. and Robert V. Cralle
Erik Davidson-Schwartz
Arnika and Stephen Dawkins
Leah F. Dawson and Ryan G. McMorries
Shirley and Gregory O. Doiron
Dennis E. Dollar
Jean C. Douglas
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Founded in 1848, the College of Liberal Arts is
the oldest and largest division of The University
of Mississippi. The College offers a broad and
comprehensive course of study, including most
areas of knowledge in the humanities, the fine
arts, natural sciences, and social sciences.
Lee M. Cohen, Dean
Donald L. Dyer, Associate Dean for
Faculty and Academic Affairs
Charles L. Hussey, Associate Dean for
Research and Graduate Education
Janice Murray, Associate Dean
Holly Reynolds, Associate Dean
Stephen Monroe, Assistant Dean
Denson Hollis, Development Director
Nikki Neely Davis, Development Director
William Kneip, Development Officer I
Ron Wilson, Development Officer III
AEROSPACE STUDIES

Rebekah Smith, Chair

AFRICAN AMERICAN
STUDIES

PUBLIC POLICY
LEADERSHIP

Charles Ross, Director

Mark Chen, Chair

ART & ART HISTORY

SOCIOLOGY &
ANTHROPOLOGY

BIOLOGY

Gregg Roman, Chair
CHEMISTRY &
BIOCHEMISTRY

Greg Tschumper, Chair
CLASSICS

Molly Pasco-Pranger, Chair

Kirsten Dellinger, Chair
THEATRE ARTS

Michael Barnett, Chair
WRITING & RHETORIC

Robert Cummings, Chair
CENTER FOR
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH

ECONOMICS

Tony Boudreaux, Director

ENGLISH

CENTER FOR CIVIL WAR
RESEARCH

ARCH DALRYMPLE III
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

CLINICAL-DISASTER
RESEARCH CENTER

Jon Moen, Chair
Ivo Kamps, Chair

Stefan Schulenberg, Director

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

HEALTH PROFESSIONS
ADVISING OFFICE

MATHEMATICS

Wayne Gray, Director

MILITARY SCIENCE

MISSISSIPPI
GEOGRAPHIC ALLIANCE

James Reid, Chair
Lt. Col. Joshua Taylor, Chair

David Rutherford, Director

MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTER FOR
POPULATION STUDIES

Daniel O’Sullivan, Interim Chair
MUSIC

Robert Riggs, Chair
NAVAL SCIENCE

Capt. Brian Goszkowicz, Chair
PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION

Steven Skultety, Chair

PHYSICS & ASTRONOMY

Luca Bombelli, Chair

POLITICAL SCIENCE

John Bruce, Chair
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Comedy Road
Kendall Ketchum (BA
theatre arts ’06) takes her
comedy routine on tour
with former Saturday
Night Live cast member
Darrell Hammond.

More Waves
UM physicists and an
international scientific
collaboration detect
the third set of
gravitational waves.

TEDxUM
Watch videos of history,
international studies,
modern languages, physics,
and theatre professors and
alumni sharing ideas
worth spreading.

Mississippi Health
& Hunger Atlas
A new online reference
guide from UM’s Center
for Population Studies

John Neff, Director

Noell Wilson, Chair

Oliver Dinius, Director
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PSYCHOLOGY

Lt. Col. Theresa Beaver, Chair

Virginia Chavis, Chair

PAID

College of Liberal Arts
Ventress Hall
P.O. Box 1848
University, MS 38677

Charitable Gift Annuity
Strengthen Your Future and Ours
If you are 60 or older and looking for a simple way to make a
charitable gift to UM that won’t leave you worried about
could be your solution. In exchange for your gift, you will receive

John Green, Director

THE SARAH ISOM
CENTER FOR WOMEN
& GENDER STUDIES

Jaime Harker, Director

SOCIAL SCIENCE
RESEARCH LABORATORY

Jonathan Winburn, Director

CENTER FOR THE STUDY
OF SOUTHERN CULTURE

Ted Ownby, Director

• Fixed payments for life for up to two individuals.
• Relief from investment worries or responsibilities.
• A partial current income tax deduction.
• Capital gains tax savings on appreciated securities you
donate.
• The satisfaction of giving back to UM.
We Can Help
Our Planned Giving team will work closely with your professional
situation and goals. Please contact us today at 662-915-5208 or
visit umfoundation.planmylegacy.org/charitable-gift-annuities.org.

Twitter @umlibarts
Facebook facebook.com/umlibarts
Instagram instagram/umlibarts
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